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The Co-op Way 
The four co-ops in the Georgia Avenue Food Cooperative serve 200 families, or about BOO people. Each 
co-op meets every other week, and each has a steering committee comprised solely of co-op members. 
Page 4: Chad Hale says that the members of the community where he has ministered for so many years 
"give me a lot with their strength and endurance. I feel privileged to be where I am." 
A MI NIS T E R  F I N DS HIS C ALL I N G  I N  AN I M PO V E R IS H E D  ATLA NTA CO M M U N ITY, W H E R E  N E I G H BO RS 
CO M E  TO G ET H E R  TO N U RT U R E  A N D  S US TA I N  E A C H  OT H E R .  
By Bill Banks 
� H•k ;, • preoohe< in Atl.,ta, 0• .• • 1967 g<•do•to of Fonn•n who fo< the I•" qo•rt« oontmy h" lived � worked in one of the city's most punishing neighborhoods. 
When I mention Hale to friends of mine I try explaining the four food co-ops he has established out of his 
church, the Georgia Avenue Church, which is two miles southeast of downtown. Usually I mention in passing 
somebody like Constance Hawkins, a faithful member of Hale's congregation for 20 years whose father, James 
"Big Hawk" Hawkins, was once a millionaire, with three limousines, two homes and a bevy of women, all from 
his days as a legendary drug dealer. 
In any case, my listener usually shrugs and says, "I know a preacher like that," and mentions a church that 
runs a Monday night soup kitchen or serves a big meal to the homeless on Thanksgiving. But this hardly describes 
Hale and his work at all. 
On one hand, the Georgia Avenue co-ops are exactly what they sound like - groups distributing food to 
people who are hungry. B ut they are also part community, part therapy, part church service and often several parts 
chaos, with an inner structure thoroughly baffling to outsiders. 
In 1991 Hale and his longtime associate, Brian Lowring, started the first co-op, but in the years since these 
groups have acquired temperaments and habits reflecting their members more than the founders. Therefore it seems 
fitting, in telling Chad Hale 's story, to slide around him momentarily and start with someone who has not only 
been a longtime co-op coordinator, but has a history with the church and the formidable territory surrounding it. 
nkie Palmer is a 48-year-old African-American woman who divorced her husband years ago, leaving him after cl1 nearly burned down their house from freebasing cocaine. She raised three children on her own, sometimes 
holding three jobs simultaneously. She is very dark skinned, but there are patches of even darker pigment on her 
face, leaving the impression of a storm cloud's passing. Sometimes her speech pours out with such an emotional 
flux it's as if every word has an exposed nerve ending. 
"Around the time I was getting my divorce," Jackie says, "I had a distant cousin who told me, 'Woman, 
you need some churchin' .  Said it just like that. I told her, 'No . '  I said, 'I 'm going through this separation and 
I prefer to take God in my own way. I don't like dressing up and I don't  want to fool with no big-time preacher 
in Atlanta. ' 
"But this cousin shook her head and said, 'This one's a white man I ' m  talkin ' about, and he preaches in blue 
jeans. ' "  
When Jackie and Hale met, it must have been an epiphany for both. Hale had some theories, and Jackie knew 
the neighborhood, its people and its protocol. Thinking about Hale in this context reminds me of the American 
composer Duke Ellington, whose sweeping, ecumenical vision never would have been fully realized without an 
orchestra he kept consistently employed for almost 50 years, a unit that could coax all those novel combinations 
of sounds from his head. Similarly, I believe, Georgia Avenue 's various ministries never would have evolved 
as they have without something wholly separate from Hale, specifically a harmony of individuals starting with 
(and at times dominated by) the raw, bravura force that is Jackie Palmer. 
She says, "Not long after I met him Chad came to me and said, 'Jackie, I ' ve been studying up on this co-op 
thing . '  Lord only knows why he was telling me this. But I knew, from the first time I met Chad, a message done 
been sent. It was the way he greeted, he consoled, he let people confess. He didn't rush all this way and that. 
And we had so many people around here who were on food stamps, or who were addicted to one thing or another. 
Chad was trying to figure out how he could help supplement these households with food." 
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1 is a little over 6-feet tall with a drooping, 
lrus-like mustache dominating a longish face 
that can be at once weary and radiant. Before 
we met I knew a few things about him. I knew, 
as his close friend and college roommate Ed 
Bridges '67 told me, that Hale had been "a big 
deal" at Furman, where he was president of the 
senior class and was elected to Quaternion 
(the select honorary men's society) and Who 's 
Who. From Furman he went to Andover 
Newton Theological School, where he graduated 
in 1971, and then spent the next two and a half 
years in Providence, R.I., as associate pastor 
of a mid-sized, all-white Baptist church. 
Hale, however, was never comfortable 
as a mainstream preacher. He had grown up 
primarily in Dallas and Atlanta and always 
saw himself returning to his home region and 
working with people from assorted ethnic, 
cultural and economic precincts. 
In 1974, married and with two young 
children, he was hired by the American Baptist 
Churches to start a house church in Atlanta, 
giving him a tiny, multi-denominational congre­
gation that literally met inside someone's home. 
Around the same time one of Atlanta's large 
Presbyterian churches asked him to organize 
a street ministry inside the city's homeless and 
hippie district. "Much of what I did," he says 
with a smile, "was breaking up fights and get­
ting people into treatment centers." 
His wife was neither enamored with the 
South nor the grittier aspects of Hale's job, and she divorced him, returning to Rhode Island and taking the children 
with her. Thereafter Hale had only minimal involvement with the raising of his first two children- he saw them 
only during the summers-a memory that pains him to this day. 
He stayed on, however, and in 1980 five distinct groups, including Hale's house church, merged to form 
the Georgia Avenue Church. As the only ordained minister in the batch, Hale was voted pastor. The church 
met, and still meets, in the former Georgia Avenue Presbyterian Church, a building constructed in 1920. 
Hale now had a congregation that, in his words, included "Presbyterians, Roman Catholics, Southern Baptists, 
liberals, conservatives, educated, uneducated, fundamentalists and feminists." But he had little in the way of 
salary, so he and his second wife, Barbara Antonoplos (they married in 1980 and have two children, Helen, 19, 
and John, 16), took proofreading jobs for a book publisher. 
he Georgia Avenue Church straddles the boundaries of two venerable (by Atlanta standards) neighborhoods: Grant 
ark and Summerhill. The church draws from both, but most co-op members are longtime residents of Summerhill. 
There are basically two Summerhills. The northern part is stocked with town homes (costing anywhere from 
$200,000 to $400,000) built to invigorate the area's image for the 1996 Olympics. The southern part, where most 
co-opers live, is a raggedy hodgepodge, an extended tract of impoverished improvisation filled with empty lots 
-gaping spaces blank as amnesia- and boarded-up, caved-in, windowless buildings. Stray men are everywhere, 
slumping on porches, stalking streets, motioning cars to pull over. 
"Drugs came into this neighborhood big time when I was a teen-ager," says 47-year-old Ella Duffy-Haynes, 
assistant director of co-ops. "First time I saw somebody do cocaine, I was so dumb I thought they were using 
Goody's Headache Powder. I said to them, 'Why're you puttin' that Goody's up your nose?' " 
Ella has a Georgia Avenue office down the hall from Hale's. I first meet him there, on a Tuesday morning 
in mid-November, in a small room packed with boxes of hand-me-down clothes, two shelves of books and a desk 
teeming with everything from a broken computer to an old calendar of Gary Larson cartoons. Leaning back 
in his cha.ir, Hale recalls how his new church, with its cross-section of characters and creeds, reached a peak 
of about 90 members in the mid-1980s, and that for a time he even received full-time pay. 
Georgia Avenue is located at an interesting juncture, given its proximity to downtown, to Auburn Avenue 
(Atlanta's longtime black cultural hub, where Martin Luther King was raised), and to other older, in-town neigh­
borhoods. With a daily, unceasing stream of foot traffic, the church became a confluence for the poor and homeless. 
"For a long time," Hale says, "I'd been thinking about those issues of poverty, race and clashes of culture. 
I wanted the church wrestling with those issues, helping to break down those divisions instead of contributing 
to them. But back then that wasn't part of my responsibility-my job, what I was hired for, was to work with 
the church itself. 
"By 1990," he adds, "the church had become small enough that I couldn't be full time anymore. So I had 
a decision to make-either I could stay and take another part-time job, or I'd have to leave. 
"Well, I didn't want to leave. That's when I thought maybe, if I could somehow reach enough people through 
letters or advertising or something, if I could somehow introduce outsiders to this place that's practically a Third 
World country, maybe I could raise enough money to support a ministry dealing directly with these issues. So 
it was by necessity that I finally pursued what I wanted to pursue all along. The people of this neighborhood 
had long been part of my life, but now I wanted to try and make them part of my job." 
1 takes me to the church's basement and introduces me to Constance Hawkins, who has been coming to Georgia 
enue almost as long as Hale has been pastor. She gives me a delicate handshake and a shy smile, a startling 
contrast to her considerable girth. Many of the women in the area, Hale explains, have primary diets of fast food, 
leading to obesity, high blood pressure and a plethora of health problems. Hale can name one death after another 
of neighborhood people in their forties or fifties. 
And then there are many, like Constance Hawkins, who come from backgrounds of extraordinary vehemence. 
In the early 1980s Constance took Hale to the Fulton County Jail and proudly introduced him to her father, 
whom most simply called "Hawk." The famous dealer- when he was arrested police found $700,000 in cash 
stashed throughout his house -claimed his life changed the minute he spoke to Hale over the prison phone. 
When released in 1984 he proclaimed himself born again. 
"I think he backslid some," Hale says now. "But I also think from the time he got out until he died in June 
of 2000, he had mostly given up the old life. I really did love this man, genuine love, even though I know there 
were times he took me for a ride." 
After completing his jail term Hawk worked as a day laborer and shoeshine man, a far cry economically from 
his days as a drug czar. But former colleagues kept tempting him to return. Hale remembers getting a call from 
Hawk about 2 o'clock one morning: "Rev, I got some Miami boys over here who've put out a hit on me. Do 
you think you could pray for me?" Hawk would later explain that in a confrontation with a Florida drug gang 
he'd dumped a bag of their cocaine on the sidewalk. 
When Hale arrived, Hawk was barricaded in his room with a bed 
full of weapons. Hale and another minister organized an impromptu 
service in Hawk's front yard, singing hymns and taking communion 
while a carload of Hawk's enemies circled the block. Hale's tiny 
congregation passed the hat and raised $750 to pay off the gang, 
which never bothered Hawk again. 
"I was flying by the seat of my pants that night, as I always am," 
Hale says. "I guess that falls under the category of pastoral care." 
Many of Constance's 22 siblings or half siblings are dead, in jail, 
working as prostitutes or just plain strung out. Yet she somehow stayed 
removed, even protected, from this violence, and throughout the 
neighborhood is regarded as a mystical presence. 
"I've known Constance all my life," Ella says. "I think God put 
her here to make all of us, including me, slow down. Peace and calm 
surround her like a halo. Some people describe her as slow mentally, 
but she keeps a roof over her head and food in her house. She has more sense than people who claim to have 
good sense, yet they're out yonder sleeping under the steps." 
ater that afternoon Hale and I eat lunch and continue our conversation from the morning. "I'd never been a fund-
iser in my life," he says, "but in November 1990, I started sending out a newsletter to family and friends, basically 
asking for money. At that point I was seeking a direction. I figured if it was the Lord's will, people would send 
the money and we could start this ministry. I don't think I had the co-op in mind yet, I just wanted a ministry 
dealing with issues of race and poverty. If enough money didn't come in, then I figured I was probably supposed 
to go on to something else." 
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The co-ops work because 
of the hard work and 
determination of leaders 
like Jackie Palmer (dark 
shirt). Opposite: Co-op 
meetings also provide 
time for prayer and praise. 
Enough money trickled in from the first newsletter to convince Hale and Barbara to take a leap of faith. 
He had read about a co-op system briefly tried and then abandoned by a church in Tampa, Fla. Using it as a model, 
he and Lowring organized Co-Op #1, which first met on February 28, 1991. 
Today there are four co-ops serving 200 families- or about 800 people- with a waiting list frozen at 100. 
The church has no more room to expand. Each co-op meets every other week, and each has a steering committee 
comprised solely of co-op members. The dues, $2 per person, pay for the food truck's gas and the church basement's 
heating and air conditioning. Those who can't pay the dues work off the debt by shelling peas, lifting boxes, 
mopping floors or doing whatever's needed. If they can pay they still work-unless they're too old or incapacitated, 
in which case they sit and tell others how to work. 
A few days before Thanksgiving I visit one of Ella's co-ops-she coordinates three, and Jackie the other. 
Early on co-op morning Ella and an assistant drive to the Atlanta Food Bank, shop for the 50 families belonging 
to the co-op, then return around 10 o'clock. She might spend anywhere from $ 100 to $300. The food is strictly 
supplemental and is not expected to last the entire two weeks between meetings. A family of one to three people 
gets a single box; four to seven gets a double box. A family of eight or more receives a triple. 
The co-ops' primary source, the Atlanta Food Bank, charges a handling fee of 16 cents a pound, and occasionally 
the State Farmers Market donates fresh fruits and vegetables. Hale says that in 2002 the four co-ops combined 
spent $30,000 for 100 tons of food, paid from grants and private donations. 
On this morning boxes are strewn throughout the basement, where sounds and smells are a massed, indis­
tinguishable whole. The food is unloaded, and it appears that Ella alone decides which boxes get what. There 
are oranges, onions, potatoes, chocolate chip cookies, canned tomato sauce, canned pineapple and canned pink 
salmon. I count 60 people in the room, including eight small children and six men, most of whom appear to be 
over 60. The rest are women, roughly age 40 to 60, mostly single mothers or grandmothers. Ella is stationed 
in the middle, her face a medley of heat, remoteness and absorption. 
She keeps placing items in boxes-not just food but razors, soap and sometimes, discreetly, a package 
of adult diapers. Someone starts singing a hymn, a kind of low moan that seems to emanate from a cave, and 
a few join in. Others sit on benches and rock side to side. Most, however, sit impassively while Ella keeps 
working, her back hunched and humped, like she's supporting a great burden. 
An older white man with a wayward, prickly beard suddenly stands and announces, "All that damn coffee, 
I got to pee," and the singing stops. Then somebody reads a passage from Psalms, stopping every few seconds 
to figure out a word. Nobody seems to be paying much attention. 
A woman directly across from me starts fidgeting and grimacing, erupting into prayer even as she's still rising 
from her chair. Actually she's "hooping," which is half song, half chant and profoundly rhythmic, and almost 
instantly the room is transformed into a unified ensemble. 
Eyes closed tight, she says, "I ain't askin' you to go to the sick room, Lord, you're already there." Her 
audience, nodding vigorously, replies, "That's right." The woman continues, "Ain't askin' you to go to the jail, 
("No ma'am,") you're already there too. Ain't askin' you for no lawyer neither. The folks that need one done 
got one, praise Jesus. I just want to thank you, Lord, for letting us get together this morning." 
Later, after the room has emptied and the intensity subsided, I sit down with Ella, who has lived in Summerhill 
all her life. Like almost every woman I met from this community, she has had an inordinately full life- married 
three times, with four children, including three with a man she didn't marry, and now five grandchildren, not 
counting one who died of crib death five years ago. In her late 20s she became so badly crippled by arthritis 
she spent whole days in bed, never leaving except to crawl to the bathroom. 
She founded Co-Op #3 in 1999 and dates her recovery from that time. "Was it the Lord's work? You tell 
me," she says. "I ain't gonna sit here and tell you everything's fine and dandy. But the pain's diminished to 
the point where maybe I don't think about it as much. There are days I force myself to get up, no matter how 
bad I feel, because there's so much to be done here." She gets a disability check each month and makes a small 
salary as coordinator of the three co-ops. Hale often states that Ella will be his successor. 
In recent years Hale has stayed mostly removed from the co-ops' daily drama. "It's important," he says, 
"that members adopt specific roles and take leadership responsibilities. Most co-op members are African­
American, and I've never wanted to reinforce the patterns of white dominance over an African-American 
group. When someone comes to me I can say, 'I'm not in charge here, I'm not the one you need to talk to. 
Go talk to the coordinator.' " 
ale was born in Dallas on July 19, 1945, with a hole in his heart and an undersized artery between heart and lung. 
He wasn't expected to survive infancy, and when he did doctors told his mother he wouldn't live past age 18. 
Like any sun-cured Texas youth he longed to play football, but his heart condition (doctors warned that sustained 
physical activity might kill him) and asthma kept him physically inactive through most of his adolescence. 
How this affected Hale the adult probably can't be overstated. When he was 16, doctors at Emory Univer­
sity found only a scar where the hole had been and discovered that his heart in general was getting stronger 
(he's had no problems since). But growing up restricted and (his mother admits) overprotected during the 1950s, 
when "handicapped" was almost a synonym for "sub human," is probably Hale's most powerful influence. 
Ed Bridges says that as early as their freshman year in 1963, Hale was not only determined "to work and live 
with disadvantaged folks," he was questioning Christianity's conventional methods. 
"Christianity," Hale says, "has a long history of converting people without getting to know them, often without 
even recognizing their humanity. When we started the first co-op, I knew 
I didn't want a food pantry. I didn't want to just hand out food because that 
stays in the realm of charity. It doesn't develop into justice, or self-development. 
To me it's patronizing. But most of all there's no relationship with the people, 
there's no dignity involved." 
Two other factors bear considerable weight in Hale's maturation: the 
exclusivity of his Southern Baptist upbringing ("They believed everybody 
was going to hell except themselves"), and his father's compulsive restlessness. 
William Hale, who died 10 years ago, was a withdrawn, distant father who 
Chad says never saw him preach. But William was also a mechanical engineer 
of some genius. He invented machinery that mass-produced, among other 
things, Fritos® Com Chips, but he never retained patent rights to any of his 
work. Typically, he'd create machinery, teach people to use it, then move on: 
Texas, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Ohio. Chad went to four different high schools. 
When he and Barbara built their current house in the late 1980s, he figured 
it was his 35th residence in 35 years. 
He hasn't moved since, and it's no coincidence that his most important 
work has been done in the last 15 years. Like William Faulkner, who flourished 
artistically after inventing Yoknapatawpha County, Hale needed his own 
particular patch of ground, and he needed to live there a long time. 
"The people around here," Hale says, "are used to the fly-by-night 
evangelists and the fixer-uppers coming in here ready to change their world. 
And the folks around here know how to play the game. They'll tell you, 'Hey, 
I'll change. I'll do what you want. I'll stop having babies out of wedlock, 
I'll come to your church, I'll get a job and even get there on time. By the way, can you give me two bucks?' 
"What I'm saying ...  you just can't come in, sweep the streets and everybody'll snap their heels and fall 
in place. If you're an outsider, like me, and you're going to live here, you've got to die. The old self has to die 
in order to live in this world. And then after a while, a long while, you become a member of this community 
and begin seeing and appreciating the people for who they are, and that's when life happens." 
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o-op members live within a mile 
r two of the church, an area that, for 
much of the past century, has been a target 
(political or otherwise) for systematic ruin: 
businesses closed, houses razed, dreary 
housing projects built, rents and mortgages 
raised sky high. Ninety-five percent of the 
co-op members are African-American, 
Hale says, and all live below the poverty 
level. Very few, probably less than l 
percent, go to college, and less than 50 
percent graduate from high school. The 
median income is somewhere below 
$15,000. 
Hale's personal salary comes almost 
entirely from donations raised through his 
monthly newsletter. He says he never 
knows when a paycheck will arrive, and 
he hasn't had a savings account in years. 
In July of 2003 he officially quit as 
pastor of Georgia Avenue, and as of this 
writing he hasn't been replaced. He left 
because he felt his sermons were becoming 
"dry and uncreative" and he wanted to pay 
more attention to the ministries the church 
has spawned, particularly the year-old 
nonprofit corporation called "Georgia 
Avenue Coming Together." 
Ella and Mike Armstrong, a white, 
27 -year-old graduate of Emory, are 
co-directors of GACT, a separate non­
profit from the co-ops. The goals for 
GACT are staggeringly broad. On 
a pragmatic level, Hale wants to provide 
more jobs within the community for co-op 
members, many of whom endure daily 
crosstown bus rides. Armstrong says, "We want to try and create an environment where people can stay here 
and survive, where they can have a say in the development of their neighborhood." 
GACT took its first major step this spring by leasing a sprawling building that Armstrong plans to convert 
into a restaurant. Besides offering jobs, it is hoped that this business will attract customers who are both older 
(mostly black and poor) and newer (younger, mostly white, not so poor) Summerhill residents, forming what Hale 
describes as "a new, caring community." 
All of this means that Hale will spend more time raising funds from grants and foundations, none of which 
is likely to increase his personal salary. 
Ed Bridges says he worries now and then about his friend's tenuous financial state. "Chad's mission," Bridges 
says, "is to follow the teachings of Jesus, to live among the poor, to give unqualified love, to serve, support and 
assist. He is there when people call day and night. I know of no one else like him. Quite frankly, I'm in awe 
of him. 
"For most people living this kind of life is unimaginable, and by contemporary middle class standards 
it's unacceptable. He doesn't have money, and it seems like he never has a car that works." 
Hale doesn't seem to worry a whole lot about money, maybe because he has plenty of other things to worry 
about. Winters in Summerhill are tough. Men and women on the streets freeze to death. Others turn up their 
apartment heat and die of a gas leak, or die from long years of bad diets, or bad hearts, or simply from the insistent 
stress of poverty. 
Shortly after I met her, Constance Hawkins, daughter of Big Hawk, was found dead in her apartment. 
Hale took the news very hard, and his extraordinary eulogy several days later was framed as a proposal­
or challenge - from God to his angels. 
In his text Hale imagined God asking for a volunteer to essentially mimic Constance's life. "God said, 
'You will [to those on earth] be ugly ...  overweight and unshapely and your health will be very bad ....  
You will not be  smart, you will hardly be  able to  read and your mind will be  damaged so  that you will not be 
able to convince anyone by fine arguments about love ....  You will not possess any of those attributes or 
possessions people prize and fight over, but your faithfulness and suffering will be what teaches others as you 
persist and are constant in your love for people and for me ...  this assignment will not be fun, because people's 
first inclination will not be to love you, but to pity you yet keep their distance. Will any of you accept it?' " 
As Hale preached these words, one of Constance's nephews, while attempting to enter the Georgia Avenue 
Church, was arrested by police and taken to jail for outstanding drug charges. 
************************************ 
n haven't talked to Hale in a month when I see him in early March. It's about 70 degrees and already winter seems U long ago. We drive to a housing project where he visits a co-op member named Oscar, a slim man in his 40s 
who's an alcoholic. 
In Nobody Knows My Name, James Baldwin writes about the effects of "urban renewal " on Harlem: "The 
projects are hideous, of course, there being a law, apparently respected throughout the world, that popular housing 
shall be as cheerless as a prison. . . . The projects in Harlem are hated. They are hated almost as much as policemen, 
and this is saying a great deal. And they are hated for the same reason: both reveal, unbearably, the real attitude 
of the white world . ...  " 
Oscar's apartment is pretty rough, a narrow corridor with one tiny offshoot that's a bedroom, another offshoot 
that's a kitchen, and a bathroom about as wide as a telephone booth. There are roaches and desiccated food and 
scraps of trash on the floor. 
After talking to Oscar we step outdoors into the sunshine and stare directly at the gleaming edifice of Turner 
Field, the major league baseball stadium that's about a quarter-mile away. Immediately before us, however, is 
the classic Summerhill landscape: a long vacant lot strewn with weeds, liquor bottles, unidentified animal bones 
and God only knows what else. 
"After all these years," Hale says, "I feel like I'm just getting started. I've finally grown in clarity over what 
I see myself doing. It's like a garden, where the ground has become fertile. It's ready, the co-op structure's 
in place, we have some leaders. 
"Yes, this life takes its toll in terms of grief. I carry burdens around a little too much. But beneath this surface 
is this rich soil, you know, all this invisible wealth and soul, all these Jackies and Ellas. 
"Maybe," he says, "you have to live here to understand the power that comes out of this setting. These 
people give me a lot with their own strength and endurance, the way they face overwhelming problems. 
I feel privileged to be where I am." 
He pauses and looks at the stadium, 
silently recalling, perhaps, those boyhood 
days when his own athletic yearnings were 
curtailed. "I'm lucky to do something I'm 
impassioned about," Hale says. "It's like 
being paid to play baseball. Can you 
imagine that? That would be so amazing 
to get paid playing ball. Like heaven 
on earth, if you ask me." 
The author is a freelance writer in 
Atlanta. To learn more about the 
co-ops and the work of Georgia Avenue 
Coming Together, visit www.gacm.org. 
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BY LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE 
Robin Kowalski can't complain about the buzz her research has generated. 
o you cringe when people drum 
their fingers on their desk? 
Recoil when they eat with their  
mouth open? Or maybe you are driven 
over the edge by those who repeat them­
selves, sing in public or wear shoes that 
don't match their  belt. 
The odds are good that there are 
dozens of behavior quirks that get under 
your skin - especially if you are female. 
Everyone has pet peeves, says Robin 
Kowalski, but her research is the first to 
show that women tend to have at least twice 
as many pet peeves as men - and four 
times as many in certain categories. 
The reason isn't necessarily that women 
are easily annoyed or that men exhibit more 
annoying behaviors, says Kowalski. It's 
simply that women tend to be more obser­
vant than men. 
"I am much more attentive to detail than 
my husband is," says Kowalski , a 1 985 
Furman graduate who teaches psychology 
at Clemson University. "He is not bothered 
if clothes are all over the floor, but it drives 
me nuts. I think women on average are 
more attentive to detai l ,  and that is one 
reason why women perceive men as more 
annoying." 
Kowalski's findings have made her 
a noted authority on irritating behaviors. 
She has appeared on NBC's "Today" Show 
and National Public Radio and had her 
research featured in such publications as USA Today, The Wall Street Journal, Allure, 
Family Circle and Health. 
"That completely surprised me," she says of the media attention. "I remember 
the day the 'Today' show called, I thought my secretary was joking. It was so foreign 
to me that anyone would be interested in what I was doing." 
She was even quoted by that most prestigious of media outlets, The National 
Enquirer. "I was so embarrassed!" she says about the decidedly non-academic article. 
Although she never spoke with the writer of the story, she was pleased to see that 
her statistics were at least reported correctly. 
Kowalski's work has received even more attention of late, thanks to the 2003 
publication of Complaining, Teasing, and Other Annoying Behaviors, by Yale University 
Press. The book delves into the i rritating traits mentioned in the title, plus many others 
- including bul lying, arrogance, incivility, excessive worry and deceit- while taking 
into account the perspectives of both perpetrators and victims. After asking hundreds 
of subjects to recount experiences on both sides of the annoying behaviors, Kowalski 
analyzed their stories to find out what prompted the behavior, what topics were involved 
and how both parties felt afterward. 
While the book has earned national notice, the chapter on complaining has 
prompted the most dramatic response. "The complaining chapter just resonates 
because we all do it," Kowalski says. 
In fact, her own occasional propensity for complain ing was actually the impetus 
for her research focus. 
fter earning her bachelor's degree from Furman, Kowalski completed a master's 
degree in general psychology from Wake Forest University and a Ph.D.  from 
the University of North Carolina-Greensboro. She was named an assistant professor 
in the psychology department at Western Carolina University in Cul lowhee, N .C . ,  
shortly after f inishing her doctorate in 1 990. 
As she built her academic career, Kowalski struggled to f ind a research specialty 
that was intriguing, somewhat unstudied and applicable to people's daily lives. She 
had been studying acquaintance rape because of the influence of an advisor, but felt 
she needed to find a niche of her own. 
"I was complaining, apparently, to a friend on the phone," she says. "I was 
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"I don't think we are nearly as respectful 
of one another as we used to be." 
complaining abut how I wanted to do 
something different from what I had done 
in graduate school. Presumably I was really 
bemoaning this fact and the person on the 
phone said, 'You are such a good com­
plainer, why don't you investigate that?' " 
Kowalski was understandably offended 
at first, but soon began thinking about 
her friend's suggestion - and the topic's 
potential. A search at the l ibrary found 
that little formal study on complaining 
had been done. 
" I  was so excited," she says. " I t  was 
this creative exercise. What is this? Why 
do people do this? It was such a wide­
open field and stil l is. That's one reason 
why I love it, and why it has been so much 
fun to investigate." 
While at Western Carolina she earned 
a Hunter Scholarship, which allowed her 
to take time away from teaching to do in­
depth research. She used the opportunity 
to delve into pet peeves, complaining 
and similar behaviors, and she later dis­
cussed her findings with a local newspaper, 
The Sylva Herald. "The Associated Press 
picked it up, and it took off from there," 
Kowalski says. 
The more she looked into the untapped 
topic, the more questions she found and 
the more research she wanted to conduct. 
The results of her efforts are compiled 
in her recently released book, which is 
intended for general audiences, not just 
academic circles. 
h i le Kowalski finds her work 
immensely fulfi l l ing, the subject 
matter has changed the way she views 
everyday interaction. When she first began 
doing research on complaining, she became 
so aware of complaints that they were practically all she heard. "Whatever is the most 
recent thing I've looked at- teasing, incivil ity, bul lying - that is what I start seeing 
everywhere," she says. 
Her family - husband Tom Britt, a fellow psychology professor at Clemson,  
and 4-year-old twin sons Noah and Jordan - often has experiences that support 
her recent findings or provide fodder for new studies. While her sons are too young 
to do much complaining and teasing, Kowalski is interested to see how she will react 
when those behaviors begin .  After studying the pain that teasing often causes ­
even good-natured teasing- she jokes that it wil l  be difficult for her not to "beat 
up the first kid that teases my children." 
She is also ful ly aware that teasing is inevitable in  today's world. Indeed, she 
has found that all forms of annoying behaviors are on the rise, and have been since 
the 1 960s. More people engage in irritating behavior because people increasingly 
put their own needs ahead of the needs of others, she says. 
" It's almost a matter of respect," she says. "I don't think we are nearly as respectful 
of one another as we used to be. That's why you see more teasing, more complaining, 
more belching in public, profanity and everything else." 
She says that the "me" generation - late and post-Baby Boomers who felt they 
could do anything they wanted as long as their needs were satisfied - kicked off 
a profound shift in social interaction. Technology has played a leading role in this 
shift, bringing increased expectations that products and people should work faster 
and more efficiently than ever before. When these expectations aren't met, people 
often become disappointed and angry - and hostile. Technology has also given 
people new tools with which to irritate others, such as cell phones, spam and 
telemarketing. 
On the plus side, she says, the pendulum is likely to swing back in the near future. 
The public response to the Super Bowl "wardrobe malfunction" involving Janet Jackson 
is just one example of a backlash against 
incivil ity. As the public becomes less 
accepting of annoying behaviors, she says, 
fewer people wil l  be likely to engage in  
them. " I  th ink there is  going to be a point 
where it is going to turn back," she says. 
"I can't give you a good reason for that, 
but I think that point is coming soon." 
omplaining, however, wil l  always 
be around, and one reason is that 
the behavior can often be beneficial to 
the complainer, according to Kowalski's 
research. She found that writing a letter 
complaining about someone's behavior 
often makes the writer feel significantly 
better about the situation .  
"There is something to the idea that 
complaining, done in moderation, has this 
cathartic effect," she says. "Maybe talking 
about it or writing about it helps you articulate 
your thoughts, and you realize it's not as 
serious as you thought." This is the idea 
behind journaling: People write about 
subjects that bother them as a means of 
expressing frustration and achieving clarity. 
While complaining can be a good thing, 
Kowalski is quick to point out that it must 
be done in moderation - no one l ikes to 
be around a constant complainer- and 
complainers must be selective about the 
person to whom they complain .  Some 
people may not be good l isteners, or they 
may be good listeners only when it comes 
to certain topics. It is also important to con­
sider the goal of the complaint: Do we just 
want to vent, or do we want someone to 
pose possible solutions? While she tries 
to avoid stereotypes, Kowalski has found 
that women often want a sounding board, 
while men tend to look for a solution. 
How do we moderate our annoying 
behaviors? The key, Kowalski says, is 
awareness. By taking the perspective 
of the person we are teasing, bullying 
or complaining to, we can see our behavior 
in a new light and assess whether our 
behaviors are rude or thoughtless. 
While her extensive research has 
allowed her to reach a greater understand­
ing of irksome human behavior, the 
Complainers must be selective about the person to whom they complain. Some people 
may not be good listeners or may be good listeners only when it comes to certain topics. 
universality of the subject means that she has barely scratched the surface. Next 
on her agenda is f inding out how teasing affects couples, and whether the teaser 
and the teased see certain situations in the same l ight. Dredging up the past could 
cause some discord, she says, but it could also bring about greater understanding 
between partners. 
The author, a 1 994 Furman graduate with a degree in political science, earned 
a master's degree in journalism at the University of South Carolina. She is a freelance 
writer in Greenville and a contributor to The Greenvi l le Journal. 
Th9 Fu,Man inFIUenc9 
obin Kowalski feels fortunate to 
have found success doing a job she 
loves, and her time at Furman (1981 -
85) played a large part in allowing 
her to reach that goal. 
Furman, she says, was where 
she began to overcome her extreme 
shyness, where her interest in 
psychology was piqued, and where 
she forged strong bonds with 
professors that continue to this day. 
"I loved it at Furman and had a 
great time, and I was definitely well· 
prepared for grad school," she says. 
"And so many of the ways I teach 
now, and the way I mentor, are 
modeled on ways I was mentored 
as an undergraduate." 
She was particularly struck 
by how much time Furman pro­
fessors spent working one-on-one 
with students, getting to know them 
personally and discussing topics 
far beyond what was happening 
in the classroom. Students may 
not remember the specific facts 
from their classes, she says, but 
they will remember the kind of 
relationship they had with their 
teachers. 
For example, Kowalski recently 
brought her two sons to Furman 
for a swim class and saw religion 
professor John Shel ley, who taught 
her 20 years ago. She introduced 
herself, thinking there was no way 
he would remember her, and Shelley 
immediately said, "You wrote 
a paper on The Color Purple." 
"I did," Kowalski says. "It was 
truly unbelievable. I don't know how 
he remembered that. But I walked 
away thinking I want to be able 
to do that." 
- Leigh Gauthier Savage 
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A law student's 
internship takes 
her to Guyana, 
where she 
discovers a broad 
mix of problems 
and potential. 
By Elizabeth Reid 
I On 
\ I\ fhen I told my family and friends that 
V V I would be spending the summer of 
2003 working for the attorney general of 
Guyana, the most common responses were, 
"Is that somewhere in Africa?" and "Don't 
drink any Kool-Aid." 
I wasn't in Africa; I was on the north­
em coast of South America, in Guyana's 
capital city of Georgetown. And incredibly, 
the country's current political, economic 
and social problems dwarf the memory of 
the 1978 Jonestown mass murder/suicide 
- using poisoned Kool-Aid- that drew 
the world's attention to the tiny nation. 
Once a prosperous trading outpost 
of the British Empire, the independent 
Republic of Guyana is a young and some­
what troubled state struggling to make the 
transition from autocracy to democracy. 
As such, the Ministry of Legal Affairs, 
which functions both as the equivalent 
of the U.S. Department of Justice and as 
internal legal counsel to each government 
ministry, assumes a great deal of responsi­
bility for many of the country's current 
crises. State attorneys, most in their mid-
20s, grapple with issues ranging from oil 
smuggling across the disputed border with 
Venezuela and the privatization of state 
enterprises to international contract 
obligations and constitutional interpretation. 
While most of my law school class­
mates at the University of Georgia spent 
the summer of 2003 in the air-conditioned 
skyscrapers of Atlanta, working for major 
firms, I craved a different type of experi­
ence that would incorporate my interests 
in international law, trade and development. 
(In addition, old study abroad habits culti­
vated at Furman die hard!) A partnership 
between the Ministry of Legal Affairs 
and the Dean Rusk Center for International, 
Comparative, and Graduate Legal Studies 
at Georgia, sponsored by Kilpatrick 
Stockton, LLP, enabled me and two fellow 
law Dawgs to confront the complexities 
of Guyana on a daily basis. 
And the summer job that I anticipated 
would be the perfect antidote to my first 
year of law school proved to be just that, 
and more. 
S tate attorneys Gino Persaud and N aresh Hamanan met me at Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport on a humid night last 
May, at the beginning of the rainy season. 
The airport is 45 minutes outside of 
Georgetown, near the end of the only paved 
road leading into the hinterland. Like so 
many other examples I would encounter, 
the airport's name reflected the nation's 
enduring affection for its former president, 
Jagan, an American-educated dentist who 
guided the country from October of 1 992 
until his death in 1 997. As we drove into 
the capital alongside the massive Demerera 
River, past the pungent sugar fields and 
rum factories, Gino and N aresh introduced 
me to the country's tumultuous situation. 
The territory now known as Guyana 
has a long history of conflict. Before the 
European discovery of Guyana in 1498, 
Carib and Arawak Indians fought for 
control of the coastline. Over the next 
500 years the Spanish, British, Dutch and 
French would battle for the opportunity 
to colonize the region, valued for its gold, 
timber, bauxite and diamonds. The Guineas 
were eventually divided among the British 
(occupying what is now Guyana), the Dutch 
(Suriname) and the French (French 
Guiana). 
The modem Republic of Guyana­
the only English-speaking country in South 
America - became an independent state 
in 1966 and was led by autocratic, socialist­
leaning politicians until Jagan's election 
Among Guyana's environmental treasures 
is Kaieteur Falls, sometimes called "Coca­
Cola Falls" because of its brownish tint; a beer 
garden in the Kitty section of Georgetown. 
All photos courtesy Elizabeth Reid. 
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in 1992. Upon his death in 1997, Jagan's 
American wife, Janet, succeeded him 
and began grooming the then-minister 
of finance, Bharrat Jagdeo, to be her 
successor. In 2001, President J agdeo 
was democratically elected and remains 
in office today. His country, once called 
the "nation of six peoples," has a population 
of approximately 700,000 and is highly 
volatile politically, economically and 
socially. 
Guyana has long been polarized along 
racial and ethnic lines. The two main 
political parties that evolved post­
independence represent the Afro-Guyanese 
(the PNC) and the Indo-Guyanese (Jagdeo's 
PPP). Several elections have been held 
under the current constitutional scheme; 
the winner-takes-all approach has been 
controversial since its inception and has 
since led to the exclusion of the PNC 
from the highest levels of government. 
Consequently, elections are usually disputed 
and followed by months of violent protests 
and instability, despite the best mediation 
efforts of US AID, the Carter Center and 
other international organizations. Such 
disarray often paralyzes the reform efforts 
of the official head of government (the 
prime minister), his ministries, the National 
Assembly and the judicial system. 
Although Guyana receives a substantial 
amount of international aid as a HIPC 
(Highly Indebted Poor Country) state, 
its economy is mired in recession. Still, 
it possesses valuable national resources 
that attract foreign investment, and its 
strongest national industries include 
rice, sugar and rum. Environmental 
concerns have slowed the granting of 
mining and timber privileges to foreign 
companies; however, government efforts 
to improve infrastructure, including 
construction of a highway extending 
from Georgetown to Brazil and further 
development of the Georgetown port, 
will heighten the country's potential. 
On a somewhat smaller scale, the exchange 
rate during my stay was approximately 
190 Guyanese dollars to an American 
dollar, but because the grocery stores 
were filled with imports of Tide, Palmolive 
and Publix brand ice cream, prices were 
higher than in the United States. There 
were few, if any, domestic alternatives. 
The political system seems to feed 
off the racial divide, but other social 
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tensions also affect national stability. 
Beyond the ethnic struggles, religious 
diversity provides another line of demar­
cation. The Guyanese population is quite 
devout and almost evenly divided among 
Hindus, Muslims and Christians. Although 
relatively peaceful co-existence is the norm, 
religiously motivated violence is not 
unheard of. In addition, the country has 
one of the highest HIV I AIDS rates in 
the world, and in 2003 al-Qaeda cells were 
rumored to be operating in the lawless, 
almost inaccessible jungle towns along 
the Atlantic coast. 
E ighteen months before my arrival, the infamous bandit Shawn Brown and four 
followers escaped from prison and began 
to wreak havoc upon the besieged country. 
Drive-by shootings, hijackings and 
kidnappings became commonplace, exacer­
bating the flight of the educated and wealthy 
elite out of Guyana. Several Guyanese 
suggested to me that more of the country's 
citizens were living outside the country 
(mostly in Toronto and New York) than 
within its physical borders. 
The situation escalated in April 
of 2003 when Brown orchestrated the 
kidnapping of Steve Lesniak, the chief 
of security at the U.S. Embassy, from the 
golf course at Lusignan. The golf club 
is a frequent target for kidnappers, as it 
allegedly hosts many wealthy government 
officials and foreign businessmen. (During 
a round with the solicitor general in July, 
our 12-year-old caddy insisted that the 
removal of heavy shrubbery from the 
outskirts of the course eliminated any 
remaining threat to members. Needless 
to say, we chose not to play the more remote 
holes). Although a friend of Lesniak's 
negotiated his release through a private 
ransom payment the following day, Brown 
was not apprehended, a fact that did not 
strike me as sinister at the time. 
Along with my fellow interns, I chose 
to avoid the gated, heavily guarded 
neighborhood where most expatriates 
and embassy officials live and instead 
moved into a three-bedroom flat in the 
lower working class area of Kitty. The 
house was sparsely furnished and infested 
with tropical bugs that crawled in the open 
windows. We would breathe a sigh of 
relief in the morning when we saw that the 
electricity was working, because we knew 
we would have running (although infected) 
water and portable fans. And yet there 
were unexpected niceties, including 
beautiful hardwood floors and a large white 
tiled porch where we ate our meals and 
enjoyed the sea breeze and the pleasantly 
chaotic atmosphere of Kitty. 
Tracy, a well-dressed secretary in 
our office, lived in the identical house next 
door with her parents and I 0 younger 
brothers and sisters. Between our houses, 
we shared a courtyard that was inhabited 
by innumerable semi-clothed children, wild 
cats, a pet monkey, ·a horse, a whistling 
teen-ager who cut sugarcane at all hours 
of the day and night, and a very angry 
caged macaw. 
Although anti-American sentiment 
in the country was generally high, our 
neighbors treated us well. They brought 
us meals, offered us rides on their horses 
and took us everywhere, from the best 
comer markets to three-day Hindu wedding 
celebrations. Shawn Brown's mother lived 
across the street and would yell happily 
to us in an incomprehensible Cajun dialect 
as we left for work in taxis or minibuses 
named "Usama," "Fidel" and "Saddam." 
The one anonymous cement block 
hurled at our car during our 10 weeks 
in Guyana did little to detract from the 
overwhelming generosity and hospitality 
of our neighbors. 
Two weeks into our stay, however, all 
hell broke loose. Shawn Brown's gang 
ventured back into Georgetown and was 
quickly cornered by the Guyanese Defense 
Force (GDF), rumored to be acting with 
the unofficial cooperation of the United 
States in reaction to the Lesniak kidnap­
ping. Brown fled, perhaps not surprisingly, 
toward his mother's home in Kitty. 
Shortly after returning home from 
work one sweltering June afternoon, 
we heard the deadly crack of automatic 
weapons. At the time, exactly who was 
involved and why was difficult to deter­
mine; like our neighbors, we drew in our 
seldom closed doors and windows to wait. 
In the oppressive heat of our now still flats, 
we peered out at the streets of Kitty, 
strangely still except for occasional bursts 
of gunfire. The notoriously corrupt and 
under-armed GDF secured the houses 
nearest Brown's; the sole government 
helicopter hovered a few blocks away. 
After a standoff of several interminable 
hours, Brown and his gang came out shoot­
ing in a fmal blaze of glory. When the fray 
had ended, the bandits were all either dead 
or apprehended. Anxious to fill in the 
details and get the world's reaction, I was 
shocked to discover the next day that the 
story didn't make any major American 
news sites. My phone calls to the States 
seemed to be the first people had heard 
of the incident. 
Opposite: The Ministry of Legal 
Affairs, where the author worked; 
a woman returns from the market 
during the rainy season. Above: 
This courtyard, which the interns 
shared with their neighbors, was 
the home of constant activity. 
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Aerial view of downtown Georgetown, 
Guyana's capital city. 
Not long thereafter, I attended 
a birthday party at a Brazilian restaurant 
in a Georgetown suburb. Because the 
American embassy employees tended 
to be somewhat isolated from the rest 
of the expatriate community, I was meeting 
most of my dinner companions for the first 
time. I was startled to overhear the couple 
next to me, Paul and Liz Harrison, relating 
stories of a recent trip to Greenville! 
I discovered that Paul is a 1 99 1  Furman 
graduate, working in Guyana for the 
Department of State. That evening was 
their frrst in Georgetown following several 
months out of the country. After a Guy­
anese news station mistakenly released 
Paul's picture instead of Lesniak's (who, 
after his release, was talking to the GDF 
and the U.S. government), the State 
Department "exiled " the Harrisons to 
Curacao for security reasons until Brown 
was apprehended. 
The intensity of daily life in Guyana was reflected in our work at the 
Ministry of Legal Affairs. Located in 
a quaint building in the heart of downtown 
Georgetown, the ministry consists of two 
divisions: the Parliamentary Counsel, 
which drafts legislation on behalf of 
Jagdeo's administration, and the State 
Counsel, which handles government 
litigation. 
The attorney general is the Hon. 
Doodnauth Singh, a highly respected lawyer 
who rose to prominence after successfully 
prosecuting the United States for the 1983 
invasion of Grenada, obtaining damages 
in the millions as compensation for harm 
inflicted by U.S. operations. His second 
in command was Dr. Michael Tang, the 
solicitor general-and my immediate 
supervisor. 
Despite boasting a name remarkably 
akin to that of a James Bond villain, Dr. 
Tang was a delightful, Oxford-educated 
Chinese-Guyanese who handled most of 
the international legal disputes involving 
the government of Guyana. A member 
of Wimbledon, his heart and soul were 
unquestionably British; he remained at 
the ministry only as a personal favor to 
the attorney general to monitor the rampant 
corruption in the political and business 
realms of Guyana. Sadly, a few months 
after my departure, his body was found 
in his home. Like so many others in 
Guyana, the cause of his death remains 
unsolved. 
Under the determined Dr. Tang, the 
level of work I was assigned was startling. 
I felt painfully unqualified to officially 
represent the government of Guyana, but 
the sheer volume of work and the lack of 
human resources left little room for self­
doubt. Working in conjunction with state 
attorneys, I drafted various types of legisla­
tion, from updating Guyanese law to reflect 
new protocols adopted by the International 
Labor Organization to antiterrorism statu­
tory schemes. I was surprised to discover 
that despite the frequency of terrorist acts 
in Guyana, no formal laws banned such 
conduct. Gino and Naresh noted that the 
perpetrator of a recent plane hijacking 
in Guyana had to be charged with simple 
conversion (theft). 
On my first day, Dr. Tang handed 
me an eminent domain case that became 
the primary focus of my summer and 
exemplified many of the difficulties faced 
by the ministry. The Privatization Unit 
of the Ministry of Finance had unilaterally 
seized a family-owned office building, 
to be handed over to the newly privatized 
Guyana Pharmaceutical Corporation (New 
GPC). The owner's widow sued New GPC 
over the constitutionality of the seizure, 
and the government joined in as an inter­
ested defendant. 
Acting on the initial claims, I was 
shocked to discover that the attorney gen­
eral's library did not have a copy of Guyana's 
constitution. After calls to the National 
Assembly and then the High Court, I fmally 
received an original signed copy of the 
constitution-delivered by a bike 
messenger, who stood over my shoulder 
as I nervously scrutinized the historical 
document for its legal significance. 
This was not the only instance of 
limited resources I encountered. The 
Ministry of Legal Affairs, woefully under­
staffed and underfunded, struggled to cope 
with its vast responsibilities. It was not 
uncommon to see five attorneys waiting 
in line to type a motion or an order at one 
of the two available computers. Legal 
research was also problematic; the minis­
try's library was unorganized and inade­
quate. The Internet was sporadically 
available at the cybercafe down the street 
-but was nonexistent for several weeks 
when a tugboat severed the underwater 
cables in the Georgetown harbor. Because 
there is no system to record Guyanese 
judgments, trying to locate precedents was 
oftentimes an excruciatingly slow process. 
The secretaries and interns shared one 
recently published CD-ROM of Guyanese 
statutes. 
Still, the majority of my time was not 
spent doing legal research. The case files 
I handled were rarely complete, which 
meant that I was often investigating claims, 
piecing together the facts and even identify­
ing the relevant parties. In doing so, I was 
helped by my notoriety in the government 
as a white American woman, as well as by 
the relatively small size of the administra­
tion and the strong emphasis placed on 
forming personal relationships outside 
the office. 
It was not unusual to see President 
Jagdeo dancing at Buddy's nightclub on 
a Friday night, or to walk into a restaurant 
and see the speaker of the National 
Assembly or former President Janet Jagan. 
For the most part the higher officials were 
eager to meet and greet us, but as a friend 
advised me, "Feel free to say hello and 
chat them up, but don't linger more than 
a few minutes. Assassination is never 
out of the question." Nonetheless, such 
personal connections easily translated to 
my work and proved to be invaluable as 
my research uncovered networks of sham 
corporations, shell government agencies 
and extensive cover-ups. 
I n this often tense atmosphere, my fellow interns and I quickly adopted the practice 
of many of our Guyanese co-workers who 
left the city en masse every few weeks. 
Guyana possesses some of the most pristine 
environmental treasures in the world, 
including the Rupununi Savannah and 
the northern tip of the Amazon rainforest. 
On a day trip to Parika and Supenaam, we 
took a speedboat across the mouth of the 
Essequibo River, an estuary so massive the 
crossing took nearly an hour. We journeyed 
to inland eco-resorts in the rainforest, swam 
with piranhas (quite unintentionally!), and 
took full advantage of short flights to Port­
of-Spain and Barbados. 
In addition, one of the largest and most 
spectacular single drop waterfalls in the 
world is located in the middle of the 
Guyanese rainforest. Kaieteur Falls was 
named after the Amerindian chief Kaie, 
who sacrificed himself by canoeing over 
the waterfall to end hostilities among his 
people and bring prosperity to the land. 
Along with three German engineers, 
a writer from Trinidad and a Japanese 
doctor, we chartered a private plane for 
the two-hour flight over a carpet of treetops. 
In the remote gorge, we hiked up to the 
waterfall while spotting the tiny Golden 
Tree Frog, whose poisonous excretions 
were once used in voodoo rituals. The 
Cock of the Rock, the elusive bright orange 
national bird that resides at the top of 
Kaieteur Falls, did not make an appearance. 
We flew on from Kaieteur to Orindeuk 
Falls on the Brazilian border, a multi-tiered 
waterfall cascading over semi-precious 
jasper rocks, where we were able to bathe. 
It is a fantastic journey -and one that 
not all Guyanese have been able to make. 
Whenever we returned from these week­
end trips, some of our co-workers' eyes 
were a little more distant than when 
we had left. 
0 ne of the most striking aspects of life 
in Guyana is the love-hate relationship 
the people have with their country. I saw 
the consummate sadness in the eyes of 
Gino, who was the primary caretaker for 
his younger sister and ailing father, as he 
walked with us through the monuments 
to fallen Guyanese statesmen and poets. 
I saw Naresh's scorn for the uneducated 
and embittered Guyanese who seemed 
to do little to help themselves or their 
country, and the pity and anger inspired 
by the shantytowns we passed each 
morning on the way to work. I saw the 
determination of Michael Tang to hold his 
government accountable to the Guyanese 
people and to stamp out the corruption 
of the old and the arrogance of the young. 
And yet, all Guyanese possess a fierce 
pride in their country, as well as an unde­
niable sense of hope for the future. Even 
though it lacks a traditionally Caribbean 
heritage or culture, Guyana fought for, and 
recently won, the honor of hosting the 
headquarters of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) in an effort to increase its 
international profile and economic status. 
President Jagdeo's administration is also 
a major proponent of the Free Trade Area 
of the Americas (FTAA) and the proposed 
Caribbean Court of Justice. The efforts of 
The author and fellow intern Robby Vann 
with Michael Tang, her supervisor, who 
died a few months after her departure. 
the government and independent agencies 
such as GO-INVEST have resulted in 
additional foreign investment and new 
business opportunities for Guyana. Such 
positive economic developments, along 
with the government's crackdown on crime 
and its push for internal political reform, 
suggest that the future for Guyana could 
be bright. 
As I prepare for a more traditional 
internship this summer with Kilpatrick 
Stockton in Atlanta, I realize that my 
experience in Guyana has left an indelible 
mark on me, both professionally and 
personally. I am able to bring a literal 
comparative advantage to my courses, 
and I know my future legal work will reflect 
the enormity of my responsibilities and 
experiences in the chambers of the attorney 
general of Guyana. 
I still read the Guyana Chronicle and 
its local competitor, the Stabroek News, on 
a regular basis, and I will continue to watch 
the progress of this small country, poised 
to become a political anchor of the Carib­
bean and an economic gateway to South 
America. But I also know firsthand that 
whether Guyana will be able to overcome 
its problems and harness its tremendous 
potential remains to be seen. 
The author graduated from Furman 
in 2001 with degrees in political science 
and history. She studied at the London 
School of Economics before enrolling 
in law school at the Universily of Georgia. 
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Mike Duncan '76 delivered the John Albert 
Southern Lecture in Chemistry this spring 
at Furman. Opposite: Duncan and University 
of Georgia graduate student Brian Ticknor, 
a 200 1 Furman graduate, adjust the timing 
of a laser pulse. Photos by Carly Calhoun. 
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I t takes some time to find Michael Duncan's office in the chemistry building on the University of Georgia's South Campus. The building seems at 
times like a maze of Legos, tucked in on 
the natural slope of a h i l l  and wandering 
for hundreds of yards east and west along 
the ridge. 
Once close, though, you can almost 
sense Duncan's place, because it reflects 
the personality of its occupant: laid-back, 
friendly, generous and intensely interested 
in work that has made him an internationally 
noted scientist. You wil l  also know it is 
Duncan's office by the mildly hideous 
rattlesnake head - mouth open, fangs 
bared - sunk in a plasticine paperweight 
on a filing cabinet. An i ronic gift from his 
brother, the snake is everything Duncan 
isn't. 
Mike - it seems stuffy and pretentious 
to call someone this relaxed Dr. Duncan ­
sits in his chair among a cluster of papers, 
notes of phone calls to return, and hundreds 
of books that l ine his walls. He easily 
answers questions about his life, but when 
he starts talking about metals and lasers, 
he moves forward to the edge of his chair. 
Not many scientists have a genuine 
"eureka" moment when they see a new 
field of study open before their eyes, but 
Mike did when he was a graduate student, 
working with legendary chemist Richard 
Smalley at Rice University. Although lasers 
had been around for a while by then, their use, which would become 
pervasive in society over the next two decades, was still largely 
unknown in the study of nanoparticles. Mike and a fellow graduate 
student were working on a molecular beam experiment when -
oops - they accidentally misaligned the laser and vaporized part 
of the apparatus. 
"We didn't even know what we'd done at first," Mike recalls with 
a laugh ,  "but then we looked at the mass spec and immediately 
knew something was weird." 
Mass spectrometers are instruments that separate charged 
particles so that they can be studied when photographs and graphs 
are made of the distributed spectra of the resulting "masses." The 
signal Mike and h is fellow student saw on the mass spec was clearly 
one for metallic compounds, so they knew they'd goofed and actually 
vaporized part of their equipment. The accident, happily, led to a 
new way to produce large, regular molecules called metal clusters, 
By Phil Will iams 
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most of which exist only for mi l l iseconds and are mind-boggl ingly 
hard to study. 
So what began as a lab accident led to an enti rely new idea: 
shooting laser beams at metals and then studying the gaseous 
metal clusters that were blasted off. The Smalley group at Rice 
later used the same equipment and repeated the experiments on 
carbon and discovered a form of the element called carbon-60. 
Shaped in panels like the geodesic dome invented by architect 
Buckminster Ful ler, the C60 forms were named "buckeyballs," and 
the team that discovered them was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry in 1 996. 
S ince he came to the University of Georgia 20 years ago, Mike, a 1 976 Furman graduate, has been on the cutting 
edge worldwide in the study of metal 
clusters. For at least a decade his 
work on metal carbides has placed 
him among the most sought-after 
chemists of his generation for 
presentations and speeches, and 
his work has drawn interest and 
funding from an astonishing range 
of federal agencies, including the 
National Science Foundation, the 
Department of Energy and the U.S. 
Air Force. 
Not too shabby for someone 
who didn't even own a chemistry 
set as a boy. 
Growing up in Greenville, Mike 
had the usual preoccupations of a Southern boy: sports and the 
outdoors. He loved playing war games with bottle rockets with his 
brothers, and once he participated in  a "court martial" that led to 
the brief hanging of a younger brother by his feet from a tree l imb. 
(During World War I I  his father had, in fact, been a guard during the 
Nuremburg Trials.) Mike's greatest love, however, was basebal l ,  
which he played from boyhood through high school and, during h is 
senior year, at Furman. He also pitched in a fast-pitch softball 
league while a postdoctoral .fellow in Colorado. 
"Nobody in my family was involved with science at all," he says. 
His father was a salesman for a food brokerage company and his 
mother a homemaker. Mike is the oldest of five, with one sister and 
three brothers (including a pair of twins). " I  guess I got interested 
because I just loved to read. I remember in the first grade I read 
everything in sight, and soon I was starting to read a great deal 
about astronomy and space, which fascinated me." 
At J.L. Mann High School ,  an outstanding science teacher, 
Betty Reagan, kindled his interest in the lab - and, as it turned out, 
in Furman, where her husband, Wil l iam Reagan, was a French 
professor. Mike discovered in his early physics and chemistry 
classes that these classic underpinnings of the physical world utterly 
fascinated him. An exceptional student, he was able to get a financial 
aid package, including a National Merit Scholarship, to attend 
Furman. 
A self-described "typical nerd," Mike found tremendous 
satisfaction and challenge when he got to Furman. He was attracted 
to physical chemistry because he understood more than most how 
things are put together. He sometimes worked on cars and even, 
incredibly, designed and bui lt a machine to evaporate metals while 
an undergraduate. 
He met his future wife, Debra Moore '75, at Furman. Upon 
completion of his degree in 1 976 - when, he says, he was "dead 
broke" - he took a year off to work before being accepted to 
graduate school at Rice. He was accepted at numerous universities, 
but Debbie, by then his wife, wanted 
to be near a school where she 
could pursue a master's degree 
in social work. The University 
of Houston, not far from Rice, had 
just such a program, so they packed 
everything and moved to Texas. 
While Furman was excellent for 
Mike, Rice was even better, since 
Richard Smalley was already making 
a name for himself by finding novel 
uses for lasers. Mike quickly dis­
covered that the Smalley lab was 
"heaven." He didn't work on metals 
right away, but after he accidentally 
vaporized part of the lab equipment, 
he knew the shape of his future. He also learned to bui ld his own 
mass spectrometers, something he continues to this day. 
Work in the Smalley lab was intense and days were numbingly 
long, typically lasting from 8:30 in the morning until midnight. After 
M ike f inished his degree requirements at Rice, he and Debbie left 
Houston in 1 981  so that he could accept a postdoctoral fellowship 
at the Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics in  Boulder, Colo. 
While there, he applied for open faculty positions back in his beloved 
Southeast and eventually accepted a job as an assistant professor 
of chemistry at Georgia in 1 983. 
Georgia turned out to be a perfect match.  It was close to 
Greenvi l le, and it offered an excellent start-up package and an 
unmatched instrument shop that proved perfect for Mike's increasingly 
complex needs. 
During his years at Georgia, M ike has taken his interest in the 
gas phase of metal clusters to such a level that he's one of a handful 
of international authorities on the subject. 
His research program synthesizes and characterizes novel 
atomic and molecular "aggregates" containing metals. These 
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"ONE OF THE BEAUTIES OF DOING FUNDAMENTAL SCIENCE IS THAT YOU NEVER 
QU ITE KNOW WHERE IT MAY LEAD." 
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aggregates, which are called "clusters,"  may consist of only a few 
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atoms of pure metal, mixtures of metals, or metal compounds such 
as carbides or oxides. 
The goal of the research is to understand how these atoms 
bond chemically - something that remains unclear, in many cases, 
to science. 
I n 2000, Mike was part of a startling discovery that is changing how science looks at the last evolutionary stages of low-mass 
stars. 
Scientists had thought that when low-mass stars - called red 
supergiants- die, they fade away on a "wimpy" wind. Mike's 
research, co-authored with scientists from the University of Nijmegen 
in the Netherlands and published in the journal Science, suggested 
the opposite may be true. These stars may die with a bang and 
not a whimper. The study may lead researchers to a new under­
standing of red supergiants, which are studied to resolve issues 
in nucleosynthesis, stellar structure and the evolution of stars. 
"This discovery was really a gigantic surprise," says Mike. 
"One of the beauties of doing fundamental science is that you never 
quite know where it may lead."  
During their death throes, low mass stars turn into red super­
giants, which are more properly called asymptotic giant branch 
stars, or AGBs. Actually a stage of development rather than 
a specific kind of star, the AGB phase is a relatively short stage 
during which low-mass stars become their brightest but experience 
heavy mass loss that leads them rapidly to the planetary-nebula 
phase and a final cooling to white dwarfs. White dwarfs are extremely 
hot, Earth-sized objects that fade and cool for bi l lions of years until 
they become black, cold cinders. Scientists have been studying 
AGB stars for a long time, but research has been accelerated in  
the past few years thanks to the Hubble Space Telescope and the 
European Space Agency's Infrared Space Satel l ite. 
Mike's involvement in the discovery was the kind of scientific 
serendipity that often leads to unexpected breakthroughs. His work 
took a huge step forward through his collaboration with Dr. Gerard 
Meijer, whom he met at a scientific meeting at Ohio State University 
in 1 998, and Meijer's colleagues in the Netherlands. 
"He was talking about the free-electron laser called FELIX [Free­
Electron Laser for Infrared Experiments] that had been built at his 
institute, and I happened to ask him if it had ever been used to 
study gas-phase metal clusters," says Mike. "From that, our 
collaboration was born." 
T here are probably no more than 20 free-electron lasers in the world, and 
only five in the United States. (Priority 
for use of the U.S. machines is largely for 
medical science or industrial applications.) 
FELIX is the only one optimized for 
measuring infrared signals, or "spectra," 
of chemicals, and seemed a perfect match 
for the metal-cluster experiments. 
After meeting Meijer, Mike realized that 
his own team had a free-electron laser and 
that he had both the pulsed molecular beam 
machine and experience working with metal 
clusters. All his team needed was to find 
a way to make them work together. 
Luckily, Meijer received a large grant 
from the Dutch government, and so the 
team in the Netherlands was able to 
construct a copy of the molecular beam 
machine that Duncan had been using to 
study metallic clusters and mate it with the 
free-electron laser. 
The result was a machine that could 
detect the infrared spectra of gas-phase metals and thus give 
important clues to how they are structured. The new apparatus 
worked beautifully, and when Mike visited the lab in the summer 
of 1 998, the team achieved the first direct infrared spectra of these 
clusters. 
These spectra, in themselves, will l ikely open a new era in the 
study of how gas-phase metals are structured. But a chance meeting 
with other Dutch scientists initiated a startling discovery that led the 
research from the lab to the stars. 
"These astronomers were visiting the FELIX lab and hearing 
about work on polyaromatic hydrocarbons, which are important 
in the composition of interstellar space," says Mike. "It just so 
happened that our work on gas-phase metals was on a machine 
nearby, and they asked what it was. Meijer and another scientist 
on the project, Gert von Heiden, showed them the machine and 
the spectra we had. That's when their  jaws dropped." 
The astronomers, led by Alexander Tielens of the University 
of Groningen, realized immediately that the infrared spectra that 
the group had elicited from their study of titanium carbide nanocrystals 
corresponded almost exactly to spectra of unknown orig in  seen 
again and again in AGB stars. The discovery created a problem, 
however. 
Meteorites contain ing micrometer-sized graphite grains with 
embedded titanium carbide (TiC) grains have been discovered on 
Earth. Isotopic analysis has identified AGB stars as the birthplace 
of these grains, although no direct link has been discovered. Astron­
omers believe that as AGB stars begin to die, newly synthesized 
elements such as TiC are mixed to the surface where they spread 
over the galaxy in a wind, most often in the form of stardust. 
The problem: the amount of titanium in low-mass stars is 
so low that "high densities are required just to get high enough 
coll ision gains to grow to the sizes observed in graphite stardust." 
For some 20 years, scientists have thought that a so-called "super­
wind" phase takes place when these stars exhibit a dramatic loss 
of mass. But the superwind phase, despite its name, has been 
considered a relatively modest event in which the star's remaining 
stellar envelope is blown away. 
The identification of the infrared spectra around AGB stars as 
gas-phase titanium carbide, however, changes that picture. Because 
of the low amounts of titanium in the stars and the apparent large 
amount in the ejecta, the event creating them must be caused by 
something that releases tremendous energy over a relatively short 
period of time. Or, as the authors wrote, "The TiC identification 
suggests that rather than with a wimpy wind, low-mass stars end 
their lives with (almost) a bang ." 
The study of metal clusters in  the Duncan lab, of course, goes 
far beyond this notable discovery, and his colleagues across the 
country and internationally know h is work quite wel l .  
"Professor Duncan is a distinguished scientist, nationally and 
internationally renowned for his work on clusters," says Kit Bowen, 
a professor at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. "Specifically, 
he is the leader in studies involving the photodissociation of cluster 
cations, and his work on clusters has also had a substantial impact 
in the quest to discover cluster-assembled materials. Also, his 
infrared spectroscopic work at the free-electron laser in Holland 
definitively characterized 'Metcars', and his work there on other 
metal carbide systems is of fundamental astrophysical interest. 
Personally, he is wel l  known for his helpfulness, often sharing 
h is data and techniques with his colleagues around the world. 
He is an excellent colleague." 
The Duncan lab buzzes with activity, but it's not based on a type A personality - which Mike wouldn't know if it bit 
him - but on his sheer drive and joy in discovery. 
Mike studied neutral clusters first, and in the 1 990s, he and 
his colleagues began to study cation particles, which are significant 
because researchers can "size-select" the particles, making them 
easier to study. 
By the mid-1 990s, all of this activity came together in a rush 
of national and international publicity. His work on so-called 
"nanocrystals" has drawn interest from a wide variety of groups 
and government agencies. The lab is also combining and studying 
metal ions and water molecules in work that has earned increasing 
plaudits worldwide. 
Mike speaks of his work with great passion, but he resolutely 
refuses to take himself too seriously. He laughs easily and enjoys 
playing tennis with Debbie, who is a social worker in Athens, and 
their daughters, Katherine (a rising senior at Georgia) and Al l ison 
(who will enroll at Appalachian State this fal l ) .  While finding time 
for golf and gardening, he has also maintained a lifelong love 
of music that took off when he was a member of the Furman Singers. 
He is now a tenor in his church choir. He often plays sports with 
graduate students, and he and his research group take occasional 
hikes together in  the mountains. 
Mike Duncan has been a highly sought teacher and mentor 
in the Georgia chemistry department and has acquired a dazzling 
list of honors, including being named a Fellow in  the American 
Physical Society in 2001 . His research has earned several mi l l ion 
dollars in grants, and he is a senior editor of the Journal of Physical 
Chemistry. 
All of this might go to the head of someone else, but Mike 
remains at heart a country boy from South Carolina, whose fascination 
with how things work has led him from the fields and woods 
to the stars. 
T his story is reprinted with permission from the Fall 2003 issue 
ofThe Franklin Chronicle, the magazine of the Franklin College 
of Arts & Sciences at the University of Georgia. 
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Scientif ic Pioneer F U R MA N  AN D G R E E N V I L L E  C E L E B RATE T H E  4 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A RY O F  C H A R L E S  TOW N E S '  N O B E L  P R I Z E .  
More than 50 years ago Charles 
Townes sat on a park bench in 
Washington, D.C., and pondered, 
as he was wont to do, such matters 
as microwave spectroscopy and 
molecular transitions. 
Townes was in Washington at 
the request of the U.S. Navy, which 
had asked him and other scientists 
to form a committee to study how 
to produce electromagnetic waves 
at the millimeter wavelength. As 
he sat there, puzzling over the matter 
at hand, he suddenly experienced 
a bright white moment of clarity. 
In his 1999 book How the Laser 
Happened: Adventures of a Scientist, 
Townes wrote that the solution came 
to him "in a rush . . .  The second law 
of thermodynamics assumes thermal 
equilibrium; but that doesn't really 
have to apply ! There is a way to 
twist nature a bit. 
"Left to itself, as the second law 
describes, a collection of molecules 
does always have more members 
in lower energy states than in higher 
energy states, but there is no inviola­
ble requirement that all systems 
be in thermal equilibrium. If one 
were, somehow, to have a collection 
entirely of excited molecules, then, 
in principle, there would be no limit 
to the amount of energy obtainable. 
The greater the density of excited 
atoms or molecules, and the longer 
the distance through them that the 
radiation wave goes, the more pho­
tons it would pick up and the stronger 
it would get. " 
It proved to be a brilliant-even 
revolutionary - insight, one that 
ultimately redefined an entire field 
of physics. 
Charles Townes' pre-breakfast 
epiphany on April 26, 195 1 ,  led 
to the invention of the maser 
(microwave amplification by 
stimulated emission of radiation) 
and, subsequently, the laser (light 
amplification by stimulated emission 
of radiation). His foundational 
research has been responsible for 
everything from atomic clocks to 
DVD players to LASIK eye surgery. 
The significance of Townes' 
work was affirmed in 1 964 when 
he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Physics jointly with the Russian 
duo of Aleksandr M. Prokhorov 
and Nikolai G. Basov of Moscow's 
Lebedev Institute for Physics. In 
presenting the award, the Nobel 
committee recognized their "funda­
mental work in the field of quantum 
electronics, which has led to the 
construction of oscillators and 
amplifiers based on the maser-laser 
principle. " 
The Nobel Prize is just one of 
many honors Townes has earned 
during his illustrious career. In 
BY JIM STEWART 
addition to 27 honorary degrees, he 
has received NASA's Distinguished 
Public Service Medal and the 
National Medal of Science, the 
nation's highest scientific award. 
He is a member of the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame, and in 1999 
the book 1,000 Years, 1,000 People: 
Ranking the Men and Women Who 
Shaped the Millennium included 
Townes on its list of the most influ­
ential people of the last 1 ,000 years. 
Now a professor in the graduate 
school at the University of California­
Berkeley, where he has worked since 
1 967, Townes has never forgotten 
his roots in Greenville, where he was 
born in 19 1 5, and at Furman, from 
which he graduated in 1 935. This 
April, as part of a celebration of the 
40th anniversary of his Nobel Prize, 
he returned to town and was honored 
anew by the city and the university 
where he spent his forn1ative years. 
Furman, which named the main 
lecture room in Plyler Hall of Science 
after Townes when the building 
was constructed in the mid-1960s, 
unveiled a Wall of Honor in Hartness 
Welcome Center to recognize 
Townes' pioneering work. The 
display features a replica of the Nobel 
Prize medal. In addition, Greenville 
announced plans to erect a statue of 
Townes and presented him the Order 
of Poinsettia, the city's highest award. 
In an editorial tribute, The 
Greenville News said that Townes' 
work has provided "the foundation 
of the rapidly evolving and breath­
taking technology that defines 
modem life. The laser's seemingly 
limitless application has resulted 
in less invasive surgeries, flawless 
digital recordings and video images, 
and more precise measurements. 
Jet pilots use lasers to home in on 
targets and cashiers use them to home 
in on bar codes. Our factories are 
more productive, our travel is safer, 
our homes are more secure because 
of laser technology. " 
Townes, who will join the Furman 
board of trustees in the fall, was 
the guest speaker at the university's 
Founders Week Convocation April 
21 . In his talk, titled "Why Are 
We Here? ", he first addressed the 
scientific and philosophical implica­
tions of the question before segueing 
into the practical aspects of education 
and of his experiences at Furman. 
Townes aimed his message at 
students, emphasizing that they 
should value education for its 
importance in "maximizing our 
potentialities and advancing our 
society." One reason he appreciates 
his Furman education, he said, was 
that, aside from physics, he was able 
to study a variety of subjects­
religion, philosophy, languages. 
(He earned degrees in both physics 
and languages.) He also cited the 
impact of specific professors, among 
them Marshall Delph Earle in mathe­
matics, Sumner Ives in biology 
and Hiden Toy Cox in physics. 
But perhaps the most important 
message Townes relayed was about 
choosing a profession. He told the 
students to "pick a field of study 
you're especially interested in, so 
that it's fun. I haven't had much time 
to work doing physics and astronomy 
for that very reason -I've been 
having too much fun." 
And it remains fun, as he reiter­
ated to physics students during 
an informal question and answer 
session later in the day. In particular, 
a question about his current research 
drew an enthusiastic response, as 
he described his work in infrared 
astronomy and his effort to combine 
three telescopes to make a device 
with much higher resolution. While 
the idea is old, he said, its use 
in infrared astronomy is new. 
Townes also described how 
he chooses his research projects, 
saying that he tends to work in areas 
that are somewhat neglected. "When 
I find an area where theory can be 
tested but no one is working, I have 
found a potential new research 
focus, " he said. "And when that area 
becomes popular, it is time to move 
on to something new." 
After sitting in on Townes' 
discussion with students, Furman 
physics professor David Turner 
offered his take on the Nobel Prize 
winner: "Like Galileo, Dr. Townes 
understands the value of the 
laboratory. His trademark is 
the testing of theories with experi­
mental design that exploits new 
technology. The combination of 
insightful understanding of theory 
and a nuts and bolts understanding 
of experimental methods has made 
him one of the greatest scientists 
of all time. " 
King Gustaf of Sweden 
presents the Nobel medal 
to Townes. Opposite: 
The dedication of the 
Wall of Honor. 
THE SC I ENTI F IC  MODEL  
An excerpt from Charles Townes ' remarks at the banquet following the presentation 
of the Nobel Prize on December 10, 1964: 
"There is some truth to the idea that in the field of science individual contributions 
of great significance are possible. But the development of science is basically a social 
phenomenon, dependent on the hard work and mutual support of many scientists 
and on the society in which they live. 
"Scientists do stand on the shoulders of the giants of the past. And we who are hon­
ored today have also depended heavily on the work of many others - our colleagues, 
some of whom are as worthy of being here as we are, some of whom have carried out 
fascinating and essential exploration of a less spectacular nature, some of whom have done 
necessary work with devotion and courage on problems which don't seem now to have 
been very fruitfu l .  . . .  
"No one can be an intimate part of the scientific effort without being appreciative 
of the exciting and cumulative effects of the broad cooperation and of the coherence . . .  
of the many individual contributions to science. Nor can any scientist be an intimate part 
of [the] world without wondering if, somehow, other more difficult aspects of human affairs 
can experience more strongly these coherent and cumulative effects, if a larger portion 
of human effort can be additive and mutually supporting. 
"Our nature is, of course, more severely taxed in nonscientific fields to clearly recognize 
overriding human goals and to work towards them with objectivity and sometimes at personal 
and national sacrifice, when we no longer have hard experimental results to straighten us 
out when we err a little too far. But the imposing edifice of science provides a challenging 
view of what can be achieved by the accumulation of small efforts in  a steady, objective 
and dedicated search for truth." 
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Furman reports 
High honors 
The annual Founders Week convocation 
April 2 1  gave Furman the opportunity 
to recognize the contributions of four 
outstanding individuals to the life of 
the university. 
Beatrice Dennis Plyler, Furman's First 
Lady from 1939-64, received an honorary 
Doctor of Humanities degree. Working 
with her husband, John L. Plyler, as he 
presided over Furman's move from the 
downtown campus to the current site in 
the rnid-1 950s, she played a significant role 
in helping to ensure that everything about 
the new campus would be of the highest 
quality. Inspired by the beautiful lakes and 
fountains of Europe, she suggested including 
similar elements in the university's design, 
and her influence, aesthetic imagination and 
keen eye for detail are evident throughout 
the campus landscape and in the decor and 
furnishings of the library, Trustees Dining 
Room and residence hall parlors. 
In presenting her an honorary degree, 
Furman cited her "high ideals, love of beauty 
and encompassing vision [that] helped set 
the standards by which the university 
continues to be measured and admired. " 
The Bell Tower Award, presented 
by the board of trustees for exceptional 
achievement and meritorious service to the 
university, went to Carl H. Clawson, resident 
engineer and director of physical planning 
and construction at Furman from 1955 
to 1983. 
Clawson is a fitting recipient of the 
award. In 1962, Furman decided to build 
a replica of the original Bell Tower attached 
to Old Main, the central building on the 
former campus. Because none of the 
original architectural plans could be found, 
Clawson climbed up into the old Bell Tower, 
at considerable personal risk, to record its 
exact dimensions. He later insisted that 
a full-scale replica on the present sight 
would be superior to a proposed scaled­
down version of the Bell Tower planned 
for the rose garden. Thanks to his vision, 
Furman's best-known symbol today stands 
proudly beside the lake. 
Since retiring in 1983, he has remained 
a steadfast supporter of the university. When 
Furman realized that the Bell Tower required 
Four receive major awards during Founders Week convocation 
From left: Elaine Cloer (Chi/es-Harrill A ward); Bea Plyler (Doctor of Humanities); 
Carl Clawson (Bell Tower A ward); Daniel McGee '56 (Baptist Heritage A ward). 
extensive repairs and renovation, he and his 
wife, Joy, provided a major gift to help 
launch the project. 
Daniel Bennett McGee '56 received the 
Richard Furman Baptist Heritage Award, 
which recognizes a Furman graduate who 
reflects Baptist ideals by "thinking critically, 
living compassionately and making life­
changing commitments. " He is a professor 
and member of the graduate faculty in 
religion at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. 
McGee's interests include the applica­
tion of Christian theology to problems 
affecting the disenfranchised, relationships 
between different denominations, and 
international political problems, and he 
is the author of more than 60 articles and 
book chapters on ethical issues in such areas 
as business, the environment, medicine, 
politics and academics. He has chaired 
the Board of Commissioners of the Waco 
Housing Authority and been a leader in 
efforts to reform and consolidate local 
schools, achieve racial harmony and 
distribute social resources. 
The Chiles-Harrill Award, which each 
year recognizes a member of the Furman 
faculty or staff who has made substantial 
contributions to the lives of students, went 
to Elaine Cloer of the Office of Academic 
Assistance. Cloer, who retired this spring 
after 28 years at Furman, worked alongside 
the office's director-her husband, Tom 
- to provide counseling and support to 
students who needed tutoring, help with 
study skills, supplemental advising or testing 
for learning disabilities. 
Professors, staff members, coaches, 
administrators, students and alumni sub­
mitted letters of nomination for Elaine 
Cloer. A faculty member praised her for 
"personifying academic assistance to 
generations of students and earning their 
love and respect. " Others who nominated 
her cited her cheerful demeanor, genuine 
concern for students' best interests, 
professionalism and upbeat attitude. 
The award is named in honor of 
Marguerite Chiles, retired vice president 
for student services, and Ernest E. Harrill, 
professor emeritus of political science and 
a former dean of students. 
In  remembrance: Marshal l  Frady, Southern spel lbinder 
Never one to use a twopenny word 
when a tenpenny word would do, seminal 
Southern writer Marshall Frady engaged 
the reader as much with his language 
as with his spellbinding subject matter. 
In his revealing biography of the 
Rev. Billy Graham, Frady wrote of a minor 
female character that "she had a face as 
sunless as a boiled onion." 
This kind of spot-on imagery and 
the habit of florid speech spilled into his 
everyday conversation. Lavishing praise 
on a simple meal of chili and cornbread, 
he once told his host, Atlanta writer Paul 
Hemphill, "This is sheer gossamer! "  
Marshall Bolton Frady, accomplished 
civil rights journalist and author of the 
definitive biographies of Graham, George 
Wallace and the Rev. Jesse Jackson, died 
March 9 in Greenville. 
The 64-year-old writer had come 
full circle. Born in Augusta, Ga., Frady 
graduated from Furman in 1963 with 
a degree in English. After a globetrotting 
career in print and television, he had returned 
to his native South as a visiting lecturer and 
writer-in-residence at Furman. 
A fast-acting cancer, diagnosed in 
February, intervened, said his wife, Barbara 
Gandolfo-Frady. Frady died the day after 
he was to begin teaching the first classes of 
spring term. 
(Jackson presided over a memorial 
service March 12 in North Augusta, S.C.) 
Jackson grew up in a poor section of 
Greenville near Sirrine Stadium, Furman's 
former football field, where he parked cars 
and sold peanuts on game days. He and 
Frady discovered their common roots years 
later when Frady began working on the 
1996 biography Jesse: The Life and 
Pilgrimage of Jesse Jackson. 
"We took a flight from our cultures and 
found each other in another zone," Jackson 
said. "We went to Armenia together when 
the earthquake struck, and we went to Iraq 
together to bring the Americans home." 
That 1990 rescue mission, during the 
first Persian Gulf crisis, was detailed in the 
Jackson biography and in a three-part series 
in The New Yorker. 
"He could paint pictures with words, 
and even in his normal conversation he was 
a painter," said Jackson. 
He also was an idealist. Gandolfo­
Frady said the teen-age Frady was fired 
with revolutionary zeal after reading For 
Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway. 
Frady made his way to Cuba, determined 
to join Fidel Castro's revolution against 
Fulgencio Batista. Once on the island, Frady 
tried to trade his linen suit for a bicycle, 
Marshall Frady was a champion of civil 
rights and social justice. 
planning to pedal his way to Castro's 
mountain hide-out, but was sent back 
to the States by the authorities. 
Frady finally did meet Castro in 1 993 
and was working on a biography of the 
Cuban leader when illness struck. 
Frady remained a fuebrand at Furman, 
where he organized a student protest over 
the quality of the cafeteria food. "We were 
a comparatively small Southern Baptist 
college, and students didn't protest back 
then," said John Crabtree, former vice 
president for academic affairs who taught 
Frady's Shakespeare class. 
Writing for the student newspaper, 
Frady editorialized against dress codes and 
Baptist restrictions on dances, "but he was 
never ugly about it," said Crabtree. "He 
never really forgot his heritage as a boy 
who grew up in a Baptist minister's home." 
(Frady's father was the Rev. J. Yates Frady.) 
Frady moved to Atlanta in the early 
1960s, eventually joining Newsweek 
magazine's Southern bureau. "His facility 
was beyond any of the other journalist/ 
writers I've ever known," said Joseph 
Cumming, who hired Frady. "He writes 
the way Ella Fitzgerald sings a song." 
Frady's journalist confreres included 
Anne Rivers Siddons, who later gained 
renown as a novelist. She characterized 
Frady's aspect as halfway between Southern 
aristocrat and Southern undertaker. "His 
eyes were slitted and glinty," she said. 
"A lot of times they were just enchanting. 
You were drawn in by them, by this secret 
sense of fun." 
Many of Frady's early magazine stories 
were gathered in a 1980 volume called 
Southerners: A Journalist's Odyssey, includ-
ing a profile of the Rev. Will Campbell, 
Nashville's minister to outlaw musicians. 
Frady was bad to get the goods on 
his subjects, said Campbell. "You're 
automatically suspicious of him, then 
you fall in love with him, and you tell 
him anything he wants to know." 
His work took him from Atlanta to New 
York to California, as he moved between 
Newsweek, The Saturday Evening Post, 
Harper 's and Life, and then to the world 
of television. Frady was a correspondent 
for ABC News for about 10 years, but 
Hemphill said the writer began to dread 
the perishability of the medium. "He told 
me, ' I  looked over my shoulder and noticed 
I wasn't leaving any tracks, and that's when 
I got back to writing.' " 
Politics, powerful men and the dyna­
mics of race were the subjects that inspired 
Frady. In an introduction to Southerners, 
he wrote of his civil rights coverage as par1 
chance, part divine intervention: 
"[B]y lucky accident like others of my 
colleagues during the civil rights movement 
in the '60s, I happened to be writing about 
the South at one of those climactic moments 
of truth when everything- past and present, 
inward and outward- suddenly glares into 
a resolution larger and more urgent than its 
ordinary aspect." 
Once, traveling in a New York cab with 
other Southern expatriates (loosely described 
during editor Willie Morris' years at 
Harper 's as the "Pork Chop Conspiracy"), 
Frady took offense at a clumsy racist 
comment from the cabbie. "If there's 
anything I can't stand," Frady said coolly, 
"it's an amateur bigot." 
Frady's best-known book, Wallace 
(published in 1968), was "the prototypical 
campaign biography," said writer Steve 
Oney. The book angered the Wallace family, 
and when it was turned into a TNT mini­
series in 1 997, the film crew was refused 
permission to shoot some scenes in Alabama. 
Frady wed Barbara Gandolfo, his fourth 
wife, in 1 989. He had three children from 
previous marriages. 
Friends mourned the loss of his 
unmistakable presence. "I feel like some 
elemental force has gone out of the world," 
said Siddons. "It kills me to think there 
won't be any more Frady stories. We'll just 
have to retell the old ones." 
- Bo Emerson 
© 2004, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
where this article appeared March 11. 
The author is a staff writer for the 
newspaper. Reprinted with permission 
from The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. 
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Making taxes less taxing 
Suzanne Summers (left) and Marianne 
Pierce, professors of economics and 
business administration, help a client 
prepare a return at Greenville's United 
Ministries headquarters. 
Furman volunteers assist with IRS-sponsored program 
for many, April 1 5 - Tax Day - is a 
dreaded date. 
This year, however, approximately 30 
Furman students, faculty and staff helped 
local citizens assuage their fears and com­
plete their tax forms through the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, 
a free, Internal Revenue Service-sponsored 
tax return preparation service. People 
receiving help through the program must 
earn less than $35,000 per year. 
Suzanne Summers, associate 
professor of economics and business 
administration who helped establish the 
Furman chapter of VITA, says the program 
"provides income tax assistance to people 
who can't afford to pay for it because their 
money is needed to buy food or other 
essentials." 
Tax preparation firms, Summers says, 
may charge fees ranging from $50 to $200 
for preparing a non-itemized tax return. 
That's a lot of money for most VITA clients, 
many of whom are already uneasy about 
completing even the most basic tax return. 
And although, as Summers says, "Most 
of the people we work with are very intimi­
dated by the process," they sti l l  "want to 
make sure their taxes are done correctly. 
We help them do that." 
Summers was a VITA volunteer as 
an undergraduate accounting major at 
the University of South Carolina. She 
reconnected with the program after working 
with Furman's Lilly Center for the Theological 
Exploration of Vocation in the summer of 
2001 . 
The Furman volunteers prepared for 
their assignments by completing a 20-hour 
training session in January. Using a com­
puter program and laptop provided by the 
IRS, they went on to provide assistance at 
two downtown locations, United Min istries 
and Triune United Methodist Church, and 
at the Northwest Crescent Center near the 
university. 
Summers describes the interaction with 
community members as "unbelievably 
rewarding because they are so gratefu l ,  
and many of them find i t  hard to understand 
that the service is free." She expects the 
Furman program to grow in popularity each 
year as the public becomes more aware 
of its availabil ity. 
There are thousands of VITA chapters 
throughout the United States, including 
several in Greenvi lle. Some tax preparation 
firms also operate a VITA chapter. 
- Mary Brannon '04 
T he author earned her degree in English 
this spring. 
Vick receives Verner Award for contributions to the arts 
B ingham Lafayette Vick, Jr. , professor of 
music at Furman since 1 970, was honored 
this spring with the El izabeth O'Neill Verner 
Award, the highest honor the state of South 
Carolina gives in the arts. 
Since 1 972 the Verner awards, which 
are officially the "Governor's Awards for the 
Arts," have recognized organizations, 
patrons, artists, businesses and public 
officials for their achievements and 
contributions as leading supporters and 
advocates of the arts in the Palmetto State. 
With the other 2004 recipients, Vick was 
feted at a May 6 ceremony in the chambers 
of the South Carolina State House. 
A graduate of Stetson U niversity, Vick 
earned his master's and Ph.D.  from 
Northwestern U niversity. He serves as 
coordinator of choral ensembles at Furman 
and teaches voice, conducting, choral 
methods and choral literature. He just 
completed his 34th year as director of the 
Furman Singers, one of the nation's most 
highly regarded collegiate choirs. He is 
also artistic d irector and conductor of the 
Greenvi l le Chorale and of its professional 
Chorale Chamber Ensemble, and for 28 
years he was music director at Greenville's 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
Vick has been past president of the 
Southern Division of the American Choral 
Directors Association, past president of the 
ACDA and past state president of the 
National Association of Teachers of Singing. 
He has been 
invited to conduct 
al l-state choirs 
in Virgin ia, North 
Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennes­
see and Georgia. 
Vick received 
the university's 
Alester G.  
Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle Furman Award 
for Meritorious Teaching in  1 984. In  2000, 
the state of South Carolina awarded h im 
the Order of  the Palmetto, its highest civilian 
honor, in recognition of his outstanding 
leadership and contributions to the arts 
in the state. 
Points of view Mere Christianity Forum a sanctuary for believers, seekers and skeptics 
With two rocking chairs on the columned 
front porch and a tall magnolia shading the 
circular drive, Vista House could easily pass 
for the stereotypical Southern home. 
Step inside, however, and you find 
a community that defies stereotypes. 
Located just north of Furman in Travelers 
Rest, the colonial-style house is designed 
to be a place where faith and reason can 
co-exist - a place for Christians to ask 
questions and skeptics to seek answers. 
The house is an extension of the Mere 
Christianity Forum, which began informally 
at Furman about three years ago when 
a group of students began reading C.S. 
Lewis' book Mere Christianity together. 
Taking its name from what Lewis called 
"the belief that has been common to nearly 
all Christians at all times," the Mere 
Christianity Forum began inviting well­
known philosophers and theologians such 
as Peter Kreeft of Boston College, Wesley 
Kort of Duke and Os Guinness of the Trinity 
Forum to speak at Furman. 
"I was looking for a place where I could 
explore Christian faith and reason, and the 
interplay between the two - with a little 
bit of healthy humor and healthy fun," 
explains founder Shawn Plunkett, who 
graduated this spring with a degree in 
philosophy. 
Last year, the group - which is open 
to all students and includes agnostics, 
atheists and skeptics, as well as Catholics, 
Protestants and Eastern Orthodox Christians 
- began holding weekly meetings and book 
discussions. Professors were brought in 
to talk about the integration of faith and 
academics, focusing on myth and poetry as 
lenses through which to view Christianity. 
Plunkett says that, as the group grew 
(as many as 50 students attend its meetings), 
so did its desire to put faith into action. 
"We were trying to reach out and be more 
than just a group that thinks. We wanted 
to be a group that acted in the community," 
he says. After much discussion, the group 
decided to look for a place where students 
and community members could live out 
their Christian faith. 
They found the six-bedroom house 
in Travelers Rest last July and spent the 
month of August fixing it up. According 
to Plunkett, the name "Vista House" sym­
bolizes more than just the panoramic view 
of nearby Paris Mountain. 
"We wanted to share a vista, a view, 
a vision of Christianity that is not separate 
from thought or food or life, but some­
thing that supports that," he says. "We're 
Mere Christianity Forum regulars gather on the cozy front porch of Vista House. 
From left: Rick Schoonmaker '04, Michael Precht '03, James Granberry '04, 
Shawn Plunkett '04, Brandon Hinman '03 and Joe Waters '05. 
pamtmg a picture. Seeing the beauty, 
the reasonability and the livability of 
Christianity is an impetus for people to gain 
more faith." 
Joe Waters '05, Rick Schoonmaker '04, 
and 2003 graduates Brandon Hinman and 
Michael Precht share the upstairs, gathering 
for meals and twice-daily prayer. Down­
stairs is a cultural and community center 
the group has "dedicated to the discovery, 
understanding, creation and celebration 
of ideas, art and food through the lens of 
Christian faith." 
Guest rooms and 8.5 acres of land 
are made available free of charge to those 
seeking refuge or answers. Visitors are 
welcome to study in the library, help them­
selves to coffee in the kitchen and connect 
to wireless Internet. Vista House is also 
home to the Sparrow Gallery, a collection 
of artwork by local artist Paula Rainey and 
Furman alumni Beth Marcum '03 and Greg 
Patton '01. 
"When you walk in, you see something 
that's a little different- it's not academic 
and it's not a church. It's not an apartment 
and it's not somebody's house," Plunkett 
says. 
In addition to its weekly meetings on 
campus, the Mere Christianity Forum hosts 
Sunday night dinners and Thursday night 
book discussions at Vista House. Hinman, 
the house director, also serves as chef. 
(To learn more about the group's activities, 
visit www.merechristianityforum.com.) 
Liz Grant '05 enjoys the group because 
of its diversity of beliefs. "I like the atmos­
phere," she says. "People are willing to 
talk about things. You can bring up doubts 
or unpopular beliefs. A lot of the time we 
don't find a common solution, but I think 
it's helpful to see different things." 
Waters, who helps coordinate the com­
munity and spiritual life of Vista House, 
says conflict only strengthens the group. 
"Our mission, in a sense, is to fight the 
intellectual battles and to personally grow," 
he says. 
The group hopes eventually to expand 
Vista House's role, possibly using it as 
a volunteer base or a place to bring inner­
city children for a day. And while Plunkett 
is quick to point out that the Mere Christi­
anity Forum's goal is to supplement, not 
replace, other campus groups, Stephanie 
Adamson '06 says she would like to see 
more Furman students get involved. 
"I think it's very unique, especially 
for Furman," Adamson says. "I think it's 
unusual to have as many opposing view­
points involved in one group. I would like 
Furman's campus to be a place where there 
is room for arguments across the Christian 
spectrum. This is what we're going to 
encounter when we leave Furman." 
- Susanna Fraser '04 
The author, news editor of The Paladin 
for 2003-04, earned her degree in 
communication studies this spring. 
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Join the club Student interest propels extensive club sports program 
When Miriam Lemnouni called a meeting 
last year to gauge interest in forming an 
equestrian club at Furman, she was over­
whelmed when 65 students showed up. 
Lemnouni, who has been riding horses 
since she was 9, began pouring her free time 
into forming the club. With financial help 
from a donor and from Furman, she was 
able to arrange for club members to begin 
taking weekly lessons at a local barn. She 
also contracted for the services of a trainer. 
And in February, a little more than 
a year after that first meeting, the Furman 
Equestrian Club traveled to Augusta, Ga., 
for its first Intercollegiate Horse Show 
Association competition, finishing ninth 
out of 11 teams. 
This spring, the club had 22 members. 
Lemnouni, a rising junior from Ormond 
Beach, Fla., expects more students to join 
next year as the club becomes better orga­
nized and schedules more competitions. 
Equestrian is the newest of 1 7  club 
sports at Furman, but from fencing and 
swimming to ultimate Frisbee and lacrosse, 
there is an activity to scratch almost any 
competitive itch. And the number of club 
teams seems to grow each year. Seven years 
ago, only a handful of club sports competed 
at Furman. 
About 250 students played club sports 
in 2003-04, with a few playing on more 
than one squad, says Owen McFadden, 
director of recreational sports. Most club 
participants played sports in high school 
and are looking for an outlet beyond intra­
murals. Club sports offer a chance to com­
pete against other schools on a less formal 
but no less intense basis than varsity sports. 
"A school of our size would normally 
support about seven or eight club teams," 
says McFadden. "We have so many because 
we work with the students. lf they can show 
there is an interest in forming a new club, 
we do what we can to make it happen." 
Club teams do have to operate, however, 
on limited budgets. Because some sports 
are costlier than others, teams occasionally 
seek to pad their financial base by pursuing 
support from alumni or interested donors. 
The equestrian program is open to all, 
from beginners to competitive riders. 
McFadden says that through the years 
Furman has had about two dozen club teams. 
Some, such as hockey, wrestling, men's 
team handball and men's volleyball, have 
folded. The clubs with the greatest staying 
power have usually been led by Furman 
employees. Twelve of the current sports 
are coordinated or coached by faculty, staff 
or adult volunteers. 
For example, Scott Murr '84 and Tony 
Caterisano of health and exercise science 
have coached the Running Club and Power 
and Fitness Club, respectively, for more 
than five years. History professor Tim 
FeWer is the Baseball Club manager. 
Philosophy professor Mark Stone '78 
oversees the Aikido Club, and Veronica 
Yockey of HES helps with the Fencing Club. 
McFadden coaches women's team handball. 
"When you get faculty and staff in­
volved you have strong leadership, consis­
tency and a lot of positive interaction," says 
McFadden. "And it works out great for the 
university financially because these are 
volunteer coaches. They get paid very little 
or not at all." 
One of the most successful club sports 
at Furman is rugby, which this year had 
50 players on the men's and women's teams. 
Founded in 1998, the teams play matches 
in both the fall and the spring. The club 
hosts an alumni game each Homecoming, 
pitting current players against past ruggers. 
For the last two years the men's team, 
coached by John Roberts of marketing and 
public relations, has captured both the Rugby 
South title and the USA Rugby East Coast 
Championship. This year the east coast 
tourney was held in Philadelphia, where 
Furman beat Central Connecticut State 
14-5 in the final. (Watch for more on rugby 
in the next issue of Furman.) The women 
were 6-2 this year, falling in the Rugby 
South final to Central Florida. 
Women's team handball has also earned 
its share of accolades. During the last five 
years the team has fmished runner-up in the 
College National Team Handball Champion­
ships and has traveled to tournaments in 
California, Florida and New York. 
"One of the biggest attractions to club 
sports is the camaraderie you experience 
by being on a team," says McFadden. 
"Students enjoy representing Furman 
and playing against other colleges." 
Club sports can also be valuable in 
recruiting and retaining students. McFadden 
points out that "lacrosse and rugby are very 
attractive to students that live in other 
regions or other countries." 
Lemnouni says she knows of seven 
incoming freshmen who chose Furman, 
in part, because of the equestrian team. 
"There is a huge amount of interest here 
in equestrian," she says. "It's going to be 
great seeing it grow next year and knowing 
that I had a part in getting it started." 
- John Roberts 
To learn more about club sports or 
to provide support for a team, contact 
Owen McFadden at (864) 294-2102 
or e-mail owen.mcfadden@jurman.edu. 
RECOMMENDED 
Enrique Krauze (translation by 
Hank Heifetz), Mexico, Biography 
of Power (HarperColl ins, 1 997). 
Subtitled A History of Modern 
Mexico, 18 10- 1996, this monu­
mental study offers a fascinating 
account of the politics and 
personalities that have formed 
our Southern neighbor. Mexico's 
history of violent political and 
mi l itary revolutions and its 
confl icts between rich and poor, 
government and workers, and 
church and state i l luminate our 
own history. Although many 
historians reject the "great man" 
approach to history, Krauze 
convinces the reader that for 
Mexico, which was formed by 
strong and idiosyncratic leaders, 
it is singularly apt. His biographi­
cal narratives bring to life the 
revolutionary generals Benito 
Juarez, Emilio Zapata and 
Pancho Villa, all of whom are still 
among the country's national 
heroes. Yet he is just as effective 
in explaining the context and 
importance of the policies and 
characters of Lazaro Cardenas 
and Miguel Aleman, among 
others, who formed the 
contemporary nation. 
- Judith Bainbridge, English 
J . K. Rowl ing, Harry Potter and 
the Order of the Phoenix (Scho­
lastic, 2003). I thought Rowling 
had finally crossed the line. As 
I read through this captivating 
book, I created long l ists of both 
arcane vocabulary actually in the 
dictionary and of Rowling's own 
l inguistic creations, such as 
Metamorphmagus (someone 
who can change appearance at 
will). I thought this, the wonderful 
storytell ing notwithstanding, 
would repel some male readers. 
I was wrong again.  In book 5 
of the Potter series, the evil 
dementors are bad dudes whose 
attacks suck out all hope and 
happiness and cause the 
assaulted wizards to relive the 
worst moments of their lives. 
Worst of all is to be kissed by 
a dementor. As Harry explains 
to his malevolent Uncle Vernon 
a Muggle (non-wizard): "It's wha; 
they call it when they suck the 
soul out of your mouth."  This 
is the point at which the moral 
detectives responsible for 
"scourgifying" (Rowling's word) 
children's literature rend their 
clothes and scream. But 
Rowling's imagination is mes­
merizing and has forever 
changed all the rules. 
- Tom Cloer, Education 
Kathryn Carlisle Schwartz, Baptist 
Faith In Action: The Private 
Writings of Maria Baker Taylor, 
18 13- 1895 (University of South 
Carolina Press, 2003). In her 
biography of her grandmother, 
the author mines an impressive 
array of primary documents to 
offer an important contribution 
to our understanding of 1 9th­
century Southern womanhood. 
She focuses on Maria's life from 
the years of her marriage to John 
Morgandollar Taylor in 1 834 in 
Beaufort, S.C. ,  to her later years 
in Marian County, Fla. Maria's 
pithy diary entries provide an 
inside view of the duties and 
household tasks she unquestion­
ingly assumed as mother of 
1 3  chi ldren and mistress of 68 
slaves. Schwartz's assessment 
of Taylor's day-to-day experi­
ences, household responsibilities 
and interactions with plantation 
slaves supports the views of 
many historians that plantation 
mistresses were anything but 
ladies of leisure. 
- Diane C. Vecchio, History 
Peter W. Atkins, The Periodic 
Kingdom: A Journey into the 
Land of the Chemical Elements 
(Basic Books, 1 995). In almost 
every chemistry classroom, a big 
chart - the Periodic Table of 
Elements - adorns one of the 
walls. Formalized in 1 869 by 
Dimitri Mendeleev, it maps our 
chemical universe. The author 
of this book takes full advantage 
of this geographic metaphor by 
turning it into a simile. He likens 
the Periodic Table to a formidable 
but entirely explicable landscape. 
Elements are grouped into 
"regions," each region has its 
own "products," and scientists 
who explore these regions are 
"cartographers." Atkins' com­
bination of scientific insights and 
literary imagination works won­
derfully. Readers with no prior 
background in chemistry will find 
his approach immediately engag­
ing, and even those with more 
extensive knowledge can benefit 
from the book's final chapters 
(especially one called "Regional 
Administration"). Atkins demon­
strates that science possesses 
an often-neglected aesthetic 
dimension. By employing an 
interdisciplinary perspective, 
he brings this dimension to life. 
- Scott Henderson, Education 
FROM FACULTY 
Gil les 0. Einstein and Mark A. 
McDaniel, Memory Fitness: 
A Guide for Successful Aging 
(Yale University Press, 2004). 
Do all adults experience memory 
difficulties as they age? What is 
the difference between normal 
memory change and the symp­
toms of Alzheimer's disease? 
Is it possible to stop or reverse 
memory decline? This book is 
a comprehensive guide for the 
growing number of adults who 
are eager to learn how aging 
affects memory and what can 
or cannot be done about it. The 
authors, well known for their 
research on memory, explain how 
memory works while providing 
techniques and strategies for 
improving memory, physical and 
mental exercises that can en­
hance memory, a review of drugs 
and nutritional supplements 
touted to enhance memory, 
and a discussion of Alzheimer's 
disease, its symptoms and risk 
factors, along with suggestions 
for caretakers. 
Einstein chairs the psy­
chology department at Furman · 
McDaniel is psychology chair ' 
at the University of New Mexico. 
FROM ALUMNI 
Rachel Sherwood Roberts '62, 
Art Smith: Pioneer Aviator 
(McFarland & Company, 2003). 
This biography recounts the life 
and times of one of the early stars 
of aviation who thrilled audiences 
with his death-defying aerial feats. 
The publisher says that had 
Smith "not died in 1 926, his name 
probably would be familiar to 
most Americans. He glamorized 
and popularized aviation while 
testing the boundaries of aero­
nautical principles . . . .  After 
Smith's death, when Lindbergh 
flew over Fort Wayne and dipped 
his wings, he gave credit to the 
'Bird Boy' Art Smith ." 
The author lives in Auburn 
Ind. Her other books are Crisi; 
at Pemberton Dike ( 1 984) 
and Auburn is a Dancing Lady 
( 1 999), and her work has been 
featured in regional and national 
publications. 
Tony Waters '80, Cinnamon's 
Busy Year (All About Kids 
Publishing, 2003). The author, 
who lives in Charleston, S.C. ,  
also i l lustrated this children's 
book. According to the publisher, 
it tells the story of Cinnamon and 
her friends, Tootie and Pip, who 
"never have a dull  moment when 
there are festivities galore every 
month of the year." Whether they 
are flying kites in spring or enjoy­
ing a summer wedding, '1he year 
is overflowing with joyous occa­
sions. With Valentine's Day, 
the Fourth of Ju ly, Halloween, 
Christmas and more, Cinnamon 
discovers that there is always 
a reason to celebrate."  Among 
Waters' other children's books 
are The Sailor's Bride and 
The Moon Smiles Down. 
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Paladin pride Confessions of an unrepentant Furman cheerleader 
Back in the early 1970s, I was a Furman 
cheerleader for three years (I was in England 
in the fall of 1973, so I wasn't able to be on 
the squad my senior year). And although 
I graduated and went on with my life, I have 
a confession to make: I never retired as 
a Furman cheerleader! 
Since no one told me to turn in my 
megaphone at Commencement, I assumed 
that my role as a cheerleader was a life 
position. Now, 30 years later, my handstands 
may be a little rusty, but my enthusiasm 
for my alma mater has only grown stronger. 
I started out as a "normal" alum, attend­
ing Class of '74 reunions every five years. 
It was great to stay in touch with old friends 
and share with each other how our lives had 
unfolded. 
I would come home from those reunions 
feeling blessed and amazed - and believing, 
as I suppose most people believe about their 
classes, that the Class of '74 is the greatest 
ever assembled at Furman, or anywhere 
else. And as the years have passed, it has 
been impressive to see how gifted and 
dedicated my classmates are - some in 
very quiet ways, others in very visible ways. 
Some who helped me throw friends in 
the lake on their birthdays and fill up 
the fountains with bubble bath at midnight 
have even gone on to become productive 
members of society as doctors, teachers 
and healers. 
For the past five years I have been 
a class agent, which means that I am one 
of those who calls my classmates every year 
to ask them to pledge money to Furman. 
It has become an annual ritual for me to 
catch up with friends and acquaintances, 
and the pledging is almost an afterthought. 
I would never have imagined that I would 
still have ongoing contact with my college 
friends after 30 years ! 
Then, last year, Wayne King, director 
of annual giving at Furman, asked me to 
serve on the Annual Giving Council and 
represent the perspectives of alumni from 
the decade of the '70s. My immediate 
thought was, "I wouldn't be caught dead 
on such a boring committee !" But upon 
further thought, I decided that because 
Furman had given so much to me, agreeing 
to serve was the least I could do. 
I attended our first meeting last fall, 
expecting to meet some pretty boring and 
drab people who had nothing better to do 
than sit around and talk about money, 
Thirty years after entertaining fans 
at Paladin games with his unicycling 
skills, Will Thompson shows he hasn't 
lost his touch. 
strategic plans and fund raising. Instead, 
I was amazed to find a group of staff, alumni 
and trustees who were just as enthusiastic 
as I was in their love of Furman. Their 
hopes and dreams for the university filled 
me with awe and gratitude - whether the 
focus was on new graduates who make 
a $ 10  pledge or on those who, as members 
of the Richard Furman Society, donate 
$ 10,000 or more each year. 
I used to think that fund raising was 
a "necessary evil," and I would run the 
other way when such matters were men­
tioned. But as we sat around that table 
on a Saturday morning, I heard stories, 
reports and presentations about programs 
and initiatives that quietly build and 
strengthen the university 's financial base. 
I see now that, if it weren't for these ongoing 
efforts, Furman would not have the promi­
nence and impact that it now enjoys. 
Furman's progress through the years 
hasn't happened through magic, but through 
the persistent efforts of ordinary folks who 
believe in the power of education and the 
fundamental importance of growth and 
learning. I am proud to be a part of the 
Furman family, and I will continue to use 
my megaphone with gusto! 
- Will Thompson '7 4 
The author lives in Greenville with his wife, 
Nicki Pisacano '76 Thompson, and her two 
children, T.J. and Anna Marie. He is the 
interim priest at St. Michael 's Episcopal 
Church and operates his own business 
as "Coach Will, " in which he works 
with businesses and individuals on the 
value and "transformative power of play 
and possibility. " See his Web site, 
www.coachwill.com. 
Delany Medal 
in Mathematics: 
60 years and counting 
For the last 6 0  years the outstanding 
graduating mathematics major has 
been selected by the department 
faculty to receive the Delany 
Medal in Mathematics. 
The award is a gold medal 
that recognizes the highest 
grade-point average in advanced 
mathematics. Virginia Thomason 
Delany established the Delany 
Medal during the 1 943-44 aca­
demic year in honor of her son, 
William J. "Bil l" Delany '42. 
Bill Delany was a member of the 
tennis team at Furman and graduated 
with a B.S. degree in mathematics. 
He went on to attend Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology to study mete­
orology and then served in England 
during World 
War II as a 
member of 
the U.S. Army 
Air Corps. Fol­
lowing the war, 
Delany worked 
at Furman from 
1 946 to 1 949, 
coaching the 
tennis team, 
Bill DeLany 
managing athletic ticket sales and 
teaching freshman math. 
During the late 1 940s, in addition 
to his work at Furman, Delany and 
his brother started a business that 
eventually became Delany Sporting 
Goods. The success of the business 
diverted Delany from his original 
intention to earn graduate degrees 
in math. Now semi-retired, Delany 
is a partner in Awards and Sports, 
a small company that engraves 
trophies and plaques. 
At its scholarship dinner last fall, 
the Department of Mathematics 
honored Delany for his continuing 
support and for his planned gift that 
will ensure the future of the Delany 
Medal in Mathematics. 
- Betsy Moseley '74 
Director, Planned Giving 
Reunion classes launch special fund drives 
When you think of giving back to Furman, 
most likely you get out the checkbook, write 
a check, send it off and are done with it. 
But this year, three reunion classes are taking 
the act of giving to Furman to a whole new 
level. 
• The Class of 2004 designated its 
class gift toward restoration of the Bell 
Tower and hopes to raise $50,000 to 
complete the funding for the $1 million 
project. Members of the class have been 
asked to donate their housing deposit to 
the fund drive; contributors will have their 
names engraved on a brick in the Anni­
versary Walk leading to the Bell Tower. 
Class president Ryan Sills and 20 class 
agents are hoping for a participation rate 
of 50 percent. "The Bell Tower is Furman," 
says Ryan. "No matter how much the 
campus changes, the Bell Tower remains 
a constant reminder of the ties we share 
as members of the Furman community." 
• Two years ago, a group led by Mark 
Weston established the Class of 1979 
Endowed Scholarship Fund, which will 
provide an annual award to a Furman 
student. Mark says, "I wanted to remember 
my friends, classmates and professors who 
have gone on before me. Our class should 
leave a legacy to the university because it's 
the right thing to do. Furman is a good 
investment and I think it's the best place 
to put my money." 
Weston, a fighter pilot and a major 
in the United States Air Force Reserves, 
is hoping his class can raise $ 100,000 to 
activate the scholarship by the time they 
celebrate their 25th reunion at Homecoming 
November 5-7. "If 300 people pledge $50 
per year for five years, this would fund the 
endowment," he says. "This equates to two 
tanks of gas a year or one night out with 
the spouse. This is an insignificant amount 
of money that can do something significant." 
• This fall the Class of 1954, led by 
reunion chair and head agent Edna Wells 
Boyd of Albuquerque, N.M., will mark 
its golden anniversary by raising funds 
(goal: $50,000 to $ 100,000) to name a room 
in either Daniel Memorial Chapel or the 
forthcoming Younts Conference Center 
in tribute to their deceased classmates. 
Class members will receive information 
about the project later this summer. 
- Jason Curtin 
Associate Director, Annual Giving 
To learn more about these projects, e-mail 
jason.curtin@furman.edu or call him 
at (864) 294-371 7. 
Trustees authorize two new in itiatives 
Furman's new strategic plan will list 
a stronger endowment and greater annual 
support among the university's most press­
ing needs. The board of trustees, in conjunc­
tion with trustees of the Hollingsworth 
Funds, has recently authorized two new 
initiatives to support these vital areas. 
One is an endowment-matching pro­
gram for which the board has allocated $ 1 .5 
million from the sale of property located 
near the campus. A gift of $ 10,000 or more 
toward any of the following programs will 
be matched dollar-for-dollar from the 
available funds, forming a permanent 
endowment that you may name in honor 
of a family member or influential professor. 
The programs: 
• The Furman Advantage, which 
funds student research, internships and 
teaching assistantships. Matching funds 
available: $500,000. 
• The Richard W. Riley Institute 
of Government, Politics and Public 
Leadership, which brings exciting 
programs to campus and which requires 
a larger endowment to ensure continuing 
success. Matching funds: $500,000. 
• Faculty research and development, 
which are essential to great teaching. 
Matching funds: $400,000. 
• The Center for Collaborative 
Learning and Communication, which 
helps faculty and students apply the latest 
in technology. Matching funds: $100,000. 
To support any of these programs -
and, in so doing, honor a mentor or loved 
one - contact Skip Leonard, director 
of development, at (864) 294-21 23 or 
e-mail skip.leonard@furman.edu. 
In addition, Furman's board has 
announced The Hollingsworth Initiative, 
which will encourage donors to move 
to higher annual gift levels. Details about 
this plan, to be implemented during the 
2004-05 academic year, will appear 
in the summer issue of Furman. 
- Don Lineback 
Vice President for Development 
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Noteworthy Paladins Four student-athletes who have made a name for themselves 
Marshall Furman's Ice Man 
Although it might be considered 
a violation of NCAA rules, the Furman 
football program actually began 
recruiting Danny Marshall when 
he was still in grade school. Because 
his father, Tommy, was a member 
of the Furman coaching staff from 
1 986 to 1 993, the young Marshall 
witnessed dozens of practices and 
went well beyond the maximum number of contacts a prospective 
student-athlete is allowed to have with the coaches. 
"He was always at practice, always chasing a ball around," 
remembers Paladin head coach Bobby Lamb, who was on the staff 
with Tommy Marshall. 
Even though the elder Marshall left Furman in 1 993 for the 
athletic d irector's job at Marist High School and moved his family 
to Atlanta, the Furman coaches stayed in touch. And when Danny 
grew up to become an All-Metro placekicker for Marist and was 
ready for college in 2000, Furman made a few more "official" contacts. 
"It came down to Furman and the Naval Academy," Danny says. 
"In fact, I had decided on the Naval Academy the night before signing 
day. But something just didn't feel right, so I chose Furman instead. 
It was the right decision. It has been the best four years of my life." 
Furman has been satisfied with its part of the deal, too, as 
Marshall proved to be the 
most effective kicker in  
school history. He con­
verted 51 of 64 field goals, 
1 59 of 1 68 extra points, 
and became the Southern 
Conference's all-time lead­
ing kick scorer with 31 2 
points. He also earned all­
conference and All-America 
honors in 2003. It was no 
coincidence that Furman 
posted a 35- 1 5  record and 
made three 1-AA playoff 
appearances during his 
four years. 
Lamb says that 
Marshall's teammates 
labeled him the " Ice Man" 
because he never seemed 
uneasy when he lined up for a kick. "He was always cool under 
pressure," Lamb says. "Nothing bothered him." 
Marshall says he was more nervous than he looked, but he 
also didn't mind going on the field in tense situations. "You always 
want the offense to score all the points they can ," he says, "but if 
they need you,  that's what you're there for." 
Marshal l ,  who graduated in June with a degree in business, 
planned to audition for a few National Football League teams this 
spring. "I wouldn't mind holding off on that business degree for 
a few years," he says. 
Morrison plays it forward 
Andre'a Morrison's favorite position 
on the soccer field is outside de­
fender, but Lady Paladin coach Brian 
Lee always makes sure she gets 
ample playing time up front at 
forward, too. 
"She is not only the fastest 
player on the team," Lee says, "she's 
probably one of the 1 0 fastest players 
in Division I .  And with that kind 
of speed, it's tough not to put her up on top and see what she 
can do." 
It's certainly a strategy that has worked. Last fal l ,  Morrison 
finished second on the team with 1 2  goals and five assists, and 
was named Southern Conference Player of the Year. She helped 
Furman to another outstanding season,  as the team finished with 
a 1 6-6-1 mark and went undefeated in regular season league play. 
"She just has that athletic mentality up front," says Lee, who 
plays Morrison primarily at forward during conference games. 
"She's calm and composed in front of the goal. When you combine 
that with speed and competitiveness, wel l ,  she's a good player 
to have around." 
Morrison, a rising junior, is an athlete, pure and simple. 
In  addition to being all-state in  soccer and volleyball at East Forsyth 
High School in Kernersvi lle, 
N .C . ,  she was a four-year 
state track qualifier in the 
triple jump, long jump and 
4 x 400 relay, and set the 
North Carol ina record in  
the high jump. 
She even competed 
on Furman's indoor track 
team during winter term of 
her freshman year, finish­
ing eighth in  the Southern 
Conference meet in  the 
triple jump and running on 
the 4 x 400 relay team that 
f in ished fifth. But she de­
veloped shin splints during 
the season, which put an 
end to her track career. 
"It took me a long time 
to get over those injuries, so I decided I had j ust better stick 
to soccer," Morrison says. 
With her athletic ability, it's no great surprise that Morrison rose 
to the top of the league in just her second year. She was heavily 
recruited out of high school and chose Furman over Florida State, 
Duke, Wake Forest and Auburn. She is also a member of the 
United States Under-21 National Team pool. 
"She always gives a great effort and is very consistent," Lee 
says. "She doesn't play well one game and disappear the next. 
If she continues to get better, she'll have a national team future." 
Ndoye saves best for last 
Maleye Ndoye's f irst impression 
of America was a bit misleading. 
He had come from the African 
country of Senegal to attend prep 
school at Washington College 
Academy in Limestone, Tenn. ,  but 
his first stop was in New York City, 
where he visited an uncle. 
"I had never traveled outside 
Senegal before, "  Ndoye says. "I thought al l  of the United States 
was like New York." 
But Maleye Ndoye (ma-Lay n-Doy) soon discovered that 
Limestone is a city that definitely sleeps. So when he arrived 
at Furman in the fall of 2000, he was glad to see the relatively 
bright lights of a moderately big city. 
Perhaps the shock of learning that America is not New York 
slowed Ndoye's evolution on the basketball court, because his first 
three years did little to prepare Furman fans for what happened 
during the 2003-04 season. 
After three years as an occasional starter, the 6-8 forward led 
the Paladins in scoring, was named All-Southern Conference and 
helped the team to a 1 7-1 2 record. His average of 1 6  points per 
game was nearly 11 better than his junior average of 5.2, a one­
year increase not seen at Furman since All-American Frank Selvy 
'54 increased his average 
1 2.2 points per game from 
his jun ior to senior seasons. 
Ndoye had games of 
32 points (twice), 28, 27 
(twice), 26 and 25 (twice). 
He also displayed a velvety 
shooting touch, hitting 48 
percent from the field and 
43.6 percent from 3-point 
range. 
Why the sudden 
improvement? For one 
thing, last year's loss of 
Gui lherme Da Luz, Kenny 
Ziegler and Karim Souchu 
left a huge hole that needed 
to be fi l led. For another, 
Ndoye gained confidence 
from playing with Senegal's 
national team at the African Championships in the summer of 2003. 
"With Karim, G and Kenny gone, I knew I had to step up and 
contribute more than I had,"  says Ndoye, who earned his degree 
this spring with majors in business and French. "I knew I was 
a better player than I had shown." 
Ndoye plans to try professional basketball, but at some point 
he anticipates getting a master's degree in business and returning 
to Senegal to live and work. "It took me a while to adjust to life 
here, both at prep school and at Furman," he says. "But it got 
easier every year, and things turned out great." 
Stories by Vince Moore 
Photos courtesy Furman Sports Information 
except as noted. 
Potential's there for Suh 
Question: What do Betsy King '77, 
Beth Daniel '78, Sherri Turner '79 
and Dottie Pepper '87 have in com­
mon, other than that they played 
golf at Furman before starring on 
the Ladies Professional Golf 
Association tour? 
Answer: Their best stroke 
average for a college season was 
not as good as the one posted by Furman freshman Jenny Suh 
last fall .  
Of course, the 1 8-year-old Suh (pronounced Sue) has a long 
way to go to match the accomplishments of her predecessors, but 
she has already proven that she is the type of player who can keep 
Furman among the nation's elite golf programs. 
"Jenny is as good as any freshman we've had here," says 
women's golf coach Mic Potter. "I would put her in the same league 
as Dottie." 
Suh, whose parents moved to the United States from South 
Korea before she was born, came to Furman with impeccable 
credentials. A five-time girls' champion in Virginia, she played 
for the boys' team at Chantilly High in Fairfax - where she was 
the most valuable player - and became the only golfer to win 
the Virginia state title for both girls and boys. The Washington 
Post named her Golfer 
of the Year in 2003. 
Her freshman year 
at Furman was quite 
strong as wel l .  She 
averaged 73.3 strokes 
per round in four fall 
tournaments- the school 
record for a ful l  season 
is Jen Hanna's 73.63 -
and led Furman to top five 
finishes in three of the 
four events. Suh finished 
in the top 1 0 individually 
in each tournament, with 
her best f inish a third in 
the Cougar Fall Classic. 
"She's an accurate 
driver and hits a lot of 
greens," Potter says. 
"She's fairly good at getting it up and down when she does miss, 
but her ball striking is good enough that she's always going to be 
able to shoot a pretty low score." 
Suh continued her strong play this spring with three top 25 
finishes and second place, behind teammate Sarah Johnston '04, 
in the Southern Conference tournament, which Furman won. 
Having been recruited by every top program in the country, 
Suh describes her Furman experience thus far as "awesome" 
and says, "I love the team. I knew after just a few weeks here 
that I had made the right decision." 
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Alumni exempl ify 
servant leadership 
The hidden curriculum of a school 
is defined as that which is taught 
implicitly, through experience, rather 
than explicitly. Servant leadership 
seeks to involve everyone in 
decision-making, is  strongly based 
on ethical behavior and enhances 
everyone's personal growth and 
quality of life. 
A liberal arts education prepares 
people to be leaders in many different 
fields. A Furman education also 
prepares us to be servant leaders -
if not explicitly, then implicitly. 
Thousands of our alumni are living 
proof. 
The Max and Trude Heller 
Collegiate Educational Service 
Corps, born during the adminis­
tration of President Gordon Blackwell 
and brought to fruition by Betty 
Alverson, has had a major impact 
on Furman students for almost 
40 years. A sociologist, Blackwell 
saw CESC as a way to strengthen 
the university's ties to the community 
while exposing students to the 
realities of life. 
Through CESC, which strives 
"to utilize the Furman community's 
talents, interests and joys to meet 
the needs of the world around us," 
thousands of us worked as volun­
teers in nursing homes, soup 
kitchens, medical clinics and juvenile 
homes. A hidden bonus was the 
commitment to service we took with 
us after graduation. 
The first Saturday of May holds 
a special meaning for many alumni.  
It is  the time when we volunteered 
for CESC's May Day Play Day and 
helped transform the campus into 
a huge playground complete with 
cotton candy, games, magicians, 
a petting zoo, face painting and more 
for children, special adults and 
friends. 
As those of us in the Alumni 
Office travel around the country for 
Furman Club meetings and other 
programs, we are constantly amazed 
by the extraordinary things Furman 
alumni are doing. Clearly, alumni 
have a "volunteer vision" to perform 
good works in their communities and 
beyond. 
During May, 12 Furman Clubs 
participated in service projects to 
commemorate May Day Play Day. 
While students volunteered on 
campus, alumni from Miami to Myrtle 
Beach, Boston and southern Cali­
fornia did the same in their communi­
ties. Some worked at a benefit for 
Huntington's disease; some sorted 
canned goods at food banks or 
clothing at a crisis center; others 
coordinated a festival or did yard 
work at a group home. Whatever 
their project, the participants had 
a great time working together and 
helping others. 
The Alumni Office sponsors 
many different Furman Club events, 
but the service projects seem to best 
convey what we take with us when 
we graduate. Yes, Furman provided 
us a great education and the tools 
to go out into the world, but we also 
gained a sense of purpose and an 
awareness of what it means to "meet 
the needs of the world around us." 
Above: Melanie Krone '94 (left) chats 
with classmates Elizabeth George 
(middle) and Genia Topple Cayce at 
an Atlanta Furman Club service 
event. Melanie co-wrote this article 
with alumni director Tom Trip/itt '76. 
ALUM N I  ACTIVITI ES 
Homecoming reunion c o m mittees set  to  roll  
On March 20, committee members from the 2004 
reunion classes (ending in 4 and 9) met on campus to 
begin planning for Homecoming weekend, November 
5-7. Classmates enjoyed renewing old friendships and 
sharing ideas with the members of other committees. 
Important reunion information will be mailed to 
all alumni soon, so check your mailbox! Your reunion 
committees, led by the following alums, are already 
hard at work planning a memorable weekend. 
1 949: Rosalie Manly Burnett, Henry Barton, Sr. 
1 954: Edna Wells Boyd, Robbie Brown Prince 
1 959: Committee 
1 964: Committee 
1 969: Ethel Martin Childress, Pam Burgess Shucker 
1 974: Karen Herring Harmon 
1 979: Matt Elliott 
1 984: Lisa Browne Barksdale 
1 989: Mark Eckels 
1 994: Melanie Krone 
1 999: Mark Rowe 
Furma n  Clubs step i nto spr ing 
Furman Clubs across the country enjoyed a host 
of spring activities. 
On April 3, alumni from throughout the Southeast 
gathered in Charleston, S.C., after the Cooper River 
Bridge Run, and on April 1 3, Atlanta alumni attended 
a career networking happy hour with Georgia State 
alumni and had fun meeting new people and seeing 
old friends. 
Speaking of meeting new people, the Capitol Area 
Club in Washington, D.C., held its annual spring 
gathering for Furman students who spent the term 
studying and working as interns in the D.C. area. This 
is a popular event for students and alumni alike. 
Furman Clubs are also blooming around the 
country with new leadership from young alumni! We 
welcome the following new club presidents: Jennifer 
Davie Johnson '93 (Charlotte, N.C.), Christy Foree 
'98 (Dallas), Sally Payne Grantham '01  (Florence, 
S.C.), Roseanna Baber '03 (Houston), Tracy Towle 
'00 (Miami, Fla.), and Emily Roberts '00 (Memphis). 
Looking ahead: While several clubs are planning 
their annual "summer send-offs" for incoming freshmen 
and their families, the Atlanta Furman Club is planning 
a big event at Turner Field on Saturday, July 24. The 
Braves will be away, so Furman will occupy the entire 
stadium! You'll have a chance to visit the Braves' 
dugout, tour the Hall of Fame and play interactive 
baseball games while enjoying a barbecue dinner and 
a performance by the Furman Singers. 
Visit www.furman.edu/alumni/index.htrn or contact 
Melanie Krone '94 at 1 -800-PURPLE3 to learn more 
about Furman Club events and plans in your area. 
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appeared in dozens of commer- director of missions for two Judicial Circuit of Florida to University of Georgia Center for 
cials, television shows, theatre South Carolina Baptist associa- the Board of Governors of the Food Safety at the school's 
productions and videos. tions, John Platt has retired. Florida Bar for 10 years. • Griffin campus. He is an inter-
49 He has served on the Executive 
Delmer Lawrence and his nationally recognized food 
Board of the South Carolina wife, Charlotte, have retired industry leader, with expertise 
Wa l ly Mul l inax is the author Baptist Convention, been in Camden, Maine, after 20 in beverage development, food 
of Tall Tales, High Towers, a trustee of Connie Maxwell years of operating bed and safety, obesity and bioterrorism. 
and Simple Ideas, a book on Children's Home and served breakfast inns in New England. 71 the history of Greenville radio. two terms on the Historical 65 Wally retired as vice president Commission of the Southern Next reunion in 2006 
of WESC radio after working Baptist Convention. • Donald Next reunion in 2005 Judith Locke, a management 
as an on-air personality at the Ward has been named to the Gordon Bai ley of Hartwell, Ga., consultant in Nashville, Tenn., 
Greenville station from the late board of trustees at North is author of a book of poetry works as a professional coach 
1940s until 1975. Greenville College. titled The Vanishing Buffalo. with senior level business 
55 62 66 
executives. 
72 Next reunion in 2005 Next reunion in 2007 Next reunion in 2006 
After almost 12  years as pastor Jack Cassady of Murphy, N.C., Sam Wyche, former head coach Next reunion in 2007 
of Greenville's Triune Chapel did the cover illustration and 32 of the National Football Robert Campbelle of Cincinnati, 
(formerly Triune United interior drawings for Unfrocked League's Cincinnati Bengals Ohio, writes aircraft engine 
Methodist Church), Joan Merck and Unashamed, a book of and Tampa Bay Buccaneers, manuals for Lockheed Martin 
has retired. Included in her courthouse anecdotes collected has been named quarterbacks and is also a professional 
ministry was the directorship by attorney Manual Scarmoutsos coach of the Buffalo Bills. musician. He is a composer, 
of the Triune Mercy Center, of Memphis, Tenn. 67 sings in the Cincinnati Camerata which started as a soup kitchen 63 and serves as music director for and eventually expanded to Next reunion in 2007 Immanuel Presbyterian Church. 
provide groceries, clothing, Next reunion in 2008 Wayne Hyatt of Simpsonville, • Anne Grant Hol loway, 
kerosene and candles, along Patrick Wyl ie was inducted into S.C., who retired as senior a teacher at R.D. Head Elemen-
with Bible study and worship the South Carolina Music Edu- chaplain at Perry Correctional tary School in Gwinnett County, 
services. As director, she cator's Hall of Fame in February. Institution of the S.C. Depart- Ga., was recognized as Teacher 
coordinated workers from 24 Pat served as band director at ment of Corrections, is now of the Year by the Gwinnett 
Upstate churches in carrying schools in the Columbia area writing for magazines and County Council for Exceptional 
out the mission of the center. and as associate director of journals and developing Children. • Jackie Jackson, 
• Herman Williams of Mineral, bands at the University of South computer software. formerly managing consultant 
Va., is director of the Rural Carolina. He retired after 25 
68 
with Watson Wyatt Worldwide, 
Institute for Theological Edu- years as band director at Camden has become senior consultant 
cation (RITE), serving central (S.C.) Middle School. He is Next reunion in 2008 with Mercer Human Resources Virginia with accredited biblical active as a clinician and ad judi- Lee Mil ler Il l  has joined Arthur Consulting in Richmond, Va. and theological education, in cator and conducts the Camden • After five years as an adrninis-
association with Everett Uni- Community Concert Band. State Bank in Greenville as a trative law judge for South 
versity and the John Leland vice president and commercial Carolina, Carolyn Cason 
Center for Theological 64 lender. • Donna Sanders Matthews is running for a seat Painter is minister to senior Education. This year is reunion! adults at First Baptist Church on the state Court of Appeals. 
56 
A Columbia resident, she was John Card i l lo ,  a partner in the of Asheville, N.C. a partner with Nelson Mullins law firm of Cardillo, Keith & 
Next reunion in 2006 Bonaquist, P.A., in Naples, Fla., Riley and Scarborough before 
Truman Brown, retired senior received the Donald E. Van being elected to the bench. She 
consultant for pastoral ministries Koughnet "Lion of the Law" previously served as a staff 
at Life way Christian Resources attorney with the state Supreme 
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Court, assistant attorney general Analyst and Certified Financial (M.A. ' 82), an art teacher at Education of Young Children . 
and counsel to the state House Planner, he is also an adjunct Mountain View Elementary • BIRTH: Stephen and Lynn 
Judiciary Committee. professor at Duke University. School in Greenville, helped Waters, a daughter, Mary 
73 79 
create "Art on the Moo-ve," Katherine, February 17,  2003, 
a traveling exhibit featuring Greenville. 
Next reunion in 2008 This year is reunion paintings by 21 local elementary 84 Duke Energy Corporation has Marshal l  Blalock, pastor of school art teachers on three-
named David Hauser to its six- First Baptist Church in Charles- dimensional wooden cows. This year is reunion! 
member executive team. He ton, S.C., has been elected to 81 Allen Barbee has been appointed is group vice president and a second term as chair of the orchestra director at Marietta 
acting chief financial officer Executive Board of the South Next reunion in 2006 (Ga.) First United Methodist 
with responsibility for the Carolina Baptist Convention. Bi l ly Weyer has started Weyer Church. • Christopher Braun 
company's financial and risk • Leigh Coulter was profiled Custom Renovations, Inc. ,  in was named the top listing agent 
management functions. in the February 27 issue of Jacksonville, Fla., a business that for 2003 by Downing-Frye 
75 
Golf World magazine upon specializes in room additions and Realty, Inc., in Naples, Fla. 
her return to the States after remodeling. He is a member of the Naples 
Next reunion in 2005 a one-year stint as commander 82 
Area Board of Realtors, Florida 
Tommy and Teresa Bly '76 of a prisoner of war camp in Association of Realtors and 
Garrick live in Greer, S.C. Kuwait and Iraq. Leigh, who Next reunion in 2007 National Association of Realtors. 
He is an agent with Del-co was a member ofFurman's 1976 Terry Clark has joined the • Phyll is Parlier Graydon is 
Realty and she is a physical national champion women's golf Winston-Salem, N.C., office senior manager for tax services 
therapist with Interim team, is a lieutenant colonel of Cons tangy, Brooks & Smith, with Deloitte & Touche LLP 
Healthcare. in the National Guard and LLC, a labor and employment in Greenville. • Rod Umberger a financial advisor for AXA law firm based in Atlanta. of Bellevue, Wash., has been 
76 Advisors in Fort Lauderdale, He is a partner in the firm. appointed to the Fred Hutchin-Fla. • Katherine Wright Davis son Business Alliance, a group 
Next reunion in 2006 has joined the Palmetto Health • Mike Phi l l ips, who worked of regional business leaders 
"Live from Jimville," a new for Greenville County for 20 Foundation in Columbia, S.C., years, has been hired as city united in the fight against cancer. CD from comedian Jim David, as vice president for planned administrator for Chester, S.C. He is a trial lawyer and a partner is available at www.Laugh.com. giving and grants. She was • David Weaver of Easley, in the Seattle firm of Williams, Jim was featured on "Live from previously associate vice presi- Kastner & Gibbs, PLLC. • S.C., is commercial area execu-the Edge," which premiered dent for institutional advance- tive and senior vice president BIRTH: Chip and Virginia February 2 on the Comedy ment and director of major gifts with First Citizens Bank. Casey ' 85 Brookhart, a son, Central network. • Michael at Benedict College. • David Anderson Colar, November 13 ,  
Osborne i s  pastor of care and Kelly has been named associate 83 Atlanta. equipping at University Presby- head football coach and wide 
85 terian Church in  Orlando, Fla. receivers coach at Duke Uni- Next reunion in 2008 His wife, Suzy Cook Osborne, versity. He has been on the Wayne Blank is senior compli- Next reunion in 2005 works as a nurse. • Carol Locher staffs at Georgia, Georgia Tech ance attorney with Matria James Ferrara is an attorney Ransone is a senior vice presi- and Louisiana State, and most Healthcare, Inc., in Atlanta. 
dent with Bank of America in recently was associate head • Vicki Boyer Denfeld has been with Sachs, Sax & Klein in Boca 
Charlotte, N.C. coach and offensive coordinator promoted to senior vice president Raton, Fla. • James Ovenden has been named chief financial 
77 at Stanford. of sales and marketing for officer for Extended Stay Crestline Hotels & Resorts 80 in McLean, Va. • Neal Schier America, Inc. Previously he Next reunion in 2007 was principal consultant with 
Richard Hyman of Westport, Next reunion in 2005 of Mechanicsburg, Pa., is a pilot CFO Solutions of South Caro-
Conn., is managing partner with Timothy Hayes has assumed the for United Airlines, flying !ina in Columbia. He serves domestic and international Achieve Business Brokers. chairmanship of the board of routes. • Cynthia Faber Smith on the board of directors of 
78 Consumer Healthcare Products has been named art director of the Polymer Group and is on Association, the over-the- Highlights for Children maga- the board of Oxford Automotive. 
Next reunion in 2008 counter medicine and nutritional zine in Honesdale, Pa. Pre- • Timothy Smith is a pediatric 
I ngrid Blackwelder Erwin has supplement trade group. Tim viously she was design director anesthesiologist at Wake Forest 
joined the Greenville office of joined the Consumer Care of Science, the journal of the University School of Medicine 
Jackson Lewis LLP, a national Division of Bayer HealthCare American Association for the in Winston-Salem, N.C. • 
management labor and employ- LLC in 1992 and serves as Advancement of Science in BIRTH: Steve and Sandra 
ment law firm. • Malcolm senior vice president and region Washington, D.C. She has Reese Scheer, twins, a son, 
Trevi l l ian, formerly with head, with responsibility for also worked as graphic designer William Reese, and a daughter, 
Franklin Street Partners, has Bayer's over-the-counter and for Insight magazine, for the Elizabeth Paige, September 28, 
joined Chapel Hill (N.C.) dietary supplement businesses Executive Office of the President Morristown, N.J. 
Investment Advisors as presi- in the United States and Canada. at the White House, and for the 
dent. A Chartered Financial • Anne Warwick Hembree National Association for the 
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Alumni Board revises procedures, names new members 
The Alumni Association Board of Directors 
has voted to revise its procedures for 
electing new members. 
For almost a decade, new members 
were elected directly by all Furman alumni, 
using ballots made available through direct 
mail, in Furman publications or on the 
Alumni Association Web site. In recent 
years, however, alumni voting in elections 
had declined significantly, reaching a low 
of less than 1 percent last year. 
"After discussing the pros and cons 
of the election process, the Alumni Board 
agreed that it would be best at this time 
to revise its procedures so that the board 
itself could both nominate and elect its 
new members, much like the Furman board 
of trustees does," says Tom Triplitt '76,  
director of the Alumni Association. "This 
does not exclude the possibility of returning 
to direct elections in the future, should the 
alumni body as a whole show renewed 
interest." 
At its spring meeting, the Alumni 
Board appointed four new members who 
will begin their terms at the start of the 
2004-05 academic year. 
• Venita Tyus B i l l i ngslea of Green­
ville is a 1 98 1  graduate of Furman with 
a degree in business administration. She 
has spent her career with the Social Security 
administration, serving as a claims repre­
sentative and operations supervisor before 
assuming her current position as an area 
Billingslea Cobb 
work incentives coordinator. She is 
a Sunday school teacher at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church and previously served 
as president of"Spiritually Inspired Sisters" 
of Reedy River Baptist Church. 
• David S. Cobb of Charleston, S.C., 
played on the 1 988 national champion 
football team and graduated in 1 990 with 
a degree in political science. He earned 
his law degree from the University of 
Georgia and is an attorney and shareholder 
with Turner Padget Graham & Laney. 
He is president of the Charleston Furman 
Club and head agent for the class of 1 990, 
while also serving as a volunteer with 
Habitat for Humanity and with the 
Charleston Metro Sports Council. He 
and Kelly have two young daughters. 
• Allen Cothran of Anderson, S.C. ,  
is a sales representative with Palmetto 
Insurance. A 2001 graduate of Furman, 
where he majored in business adminis­
tration and communication studies and 
served as president of the student body, he 
Cothran Johnson 
is a member of New Foundations 
of Anderson and Leadership Anderson. 
Married to Jill Bryant '02, he is president 
of the Anderson Furman Club. 
• Vicki B ieksha Johnson '93 is 
co-president of the Triad (N.C.) Furman 
Club with her husband, Bill '93. They live 
in Winston-Salem, where she is an archivist 
at the Carpenter Library of Wake Forest 
University School of Medicine. Holder of 
a degree in history from Furman, she earned 
a master's in library and information studies 
from the University of North Carolina­
Greensboro. She is active in the Furman 
Admissions Network and in Knollwood 
Baptist Church. 
At the spring meeting, members who 
have completed their terms on the board 
were thanked for their contributions and 
service to the university: Diane Maroney 
Estridge '66, Brian H. Fenn ' 9 1 ,  Joe E. 
Gentry '53, Hal E. Henderson '92, Donald 
H. Lindsey '54, J. David Nelson '61  and 
Jenna C. Robinson '74. 
86 
Next reunion in 2006 
Greer (S.C.) Scholarship 
Pageant and president of the 
Greer Cultural Arts Council. 
88 
Next reunion in 2008 
MARRIAGES: Lynley Durrett 
and Greer Phillips, October 4. 
They live in Atlanta. • Tommy 
Little and Jenifer Brandt, January 
25, 2003. Tommy is an attorney 
with Foley & Lardner in Tampa, 
Fla . • BIRTHS: Patrick and 
Terri Fry '90 Burnette, a daugh­
ter, Arden Grace, May 27, 2003, 
Charleston, S.C. • David and 
Anne Cherry Stone, a daughter, 
Anna Caroline, November 14, 
Florence, S.C. David practices 
allergy, asthma and clinical 
immunology in Florence and 
nearby Hartsville. 
89 
This year is reunion! 
Greg Gardner of Dana Point, 
Calif. , is director of sales for 
Wonderware Corporation. • 
Jennings Lee Hughes has been 
appointed to lead the legislative 
affairs section of Atlanta-based 
Giswold-Lesser Consulting and 
joins the firm as a principal 
partner. He previously headed 
Hughes Public Affairs, a govern­
ment affairs agency in Savannah, 
Ga., and served as regional 
public affairs manager for the 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation. 
• Camil la G ibson Pitman is 
director of the Miss Greater 
87 
Next reunion in 2007 
Phil Lane was recently named 
vice president and general 
manager of the WSPA (CBS) 
and WASV (UPN) stations in 
Spartanburg, S.C. He also has 
oversight responsibilities for 
WSPA's satellite station in 
Toccoa, Ga. He previously 
managed two stations in 
Georgia. • BIRTH: Lewis 
and Carol Roberts, a son, Jared 
Wade, July 26, Blythewood, S.C. 
Bruce Haynes of Annandale, Va., 
is a public affairs, political and 
policy strategic communications 
consultant. • Susan Payne Ott 
of Nashville, Tenn., is a national 
seminar speaker. She travels 
throughout the United States, 
providing training to counselors, 
social workers and psycholo­
gists . • ADOPTION: Jay 
and Lee Epting Koon, a daughter, 
Jaylee Merle, born November 7.  
They live in Prosperity, S.C. • 
BIRTH: Kevin and Amy 
Ballard, a son, Isaac Jackson, 
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October 30. They live in been called as senior pastor at 
Sharpsburg, Ga., and are First Baptist Church in Spindale, 
teachers. N.C. 
90 91 
Next reunion in 2005 Next reunion in 2006 
Evelyn Tracy Hunter is the new Cynthia El more (M.A.), 
pastor of Lakewood (Fla.) a physical education teacher 
United Methodist Church after at Pelham Road Elementary 
serving North Merritt Island School in Greenville, has been 
(Fla.) United Methodist Church named the school's Teacher 
for three years. • David Jewel l  of the Year for the second time 
is the G-2 chief of plans for the during her 2 1  years there. • 
8th Army in Seoul, South Korea. Matthew Lee has been elected 
His wife, Karen Foster '01  a partner in  Blank Rome LLP, 
Jewel l ,  was scheduled to grad- a multi-practice firm with major 
uate from the University of offices in Philadelphia, New 
Kansas School of Law in May. York and Washington, D.C. 
• Keith Morris of Hudson, Ohio, Matthew, who is based in 
is general manager of the Lion Philadelphia, was previously 
Group, a wine and spirits a trial attorney with the U.S. 
company. • El izabeth Ouzts Department of Justice. • 
works for Royal & SunAlliance Ron Wi lson has been called 
in Charlotte, N.C., as a business as pastor of Laurel Baptist 
analyst. • Kenneth Washburn Church in Greenville. He 
of Lexington, S.C. ,  is in part- previously served as associate 
nership with his father in First pastor of Calvary First Baptist 
Source Mortgage, Inc. • Phil in Greenville. • MARRIAGE: 
Weeks lives in Little Silver, N.J., Jul ie Wetmore and Eric 
and is employed by AT&T Labs Wild, March 1 ,  2003. Julie 
as a human factors engineer. • is a business analyst with 
MARRIAGE: El issa Sue Citizens Property Insurance 
Jenkins and Terry James Van Corporation. They live in 
Dervort, July 26. They live Neptune Beach, Fla. • 
in Fort Mill, S.C., where he is BIRTHS: David and Andrea 
a chiropractor and she is his Taylor '93 Arnold, a daughter, 
office manager. • BIRTHS: Eleanor Ann, April 30, 2003. 
Scott and Debbie Sal ley David is a software asset mana-
Brabrand, twin sons, Bennett ger for Equifax and Andrea is 
Sorensen and William Lowe, the assistant city manager of 
June 4, 2003, Fairfax, Va. • Decatur, Ga. • Newt IV and 
Bryan and Connie Christensen, Kim Coll inson, a son, Newton 
a daughter, Anna Leigh, Brewer V, September 25, 
November 1 9, El Paso, Texas. Atlanta. • Dan and Dana 
Bryan is an orthopedic surgery Jacobson Dokman, a son, 
resident employed by the U.S.  Mitchell Holt, December 1 3 ,  
Government. • Lee and Lisa Minneapolis, Minn. • Craig and 
Clapp, a son, Avery Joseph, May Denise Mclaughlin, a daughter, 
1 8, 2003, Mason, Ohio. Lee Hannah Ellen, August 23, 
is a senior scientist with Procter Atlanta. 
& Gamble. • Thomas and 
92 Michelle Kirk, a daughter, Lily, 
October 8, Cincinnati, Ohio. Next reunion in 2007 
Thomas is a senior engineer with Michelle Pope is a media 
Procter & Gamble. • Wayne specialist working with seventh-
and Nina Landow Knox, a son, and eighth-graders at Mabry 
Thomas Wayne, December 1 0, Junior High School in Spartan-
Anderson, S.C. • Allen and burg, S.C., School District One. 
Becky Thomason, a son, David • MARRIAGE: Lisa Bunce 
Elijah, April 1 1 ,  2003. Allen has and Johan Enslin, December 27. 
They live in Summerville, S.C.; 
Lisa is a middle-school teacher 
40 
with Berkeley County School 
District and Johan is a computer 
programmer. • BIRTHS: 
Wil l iam '93 and Dana 
Scotchlas Bressette, twins, 
a son, Benjamin William, and 
a daughter, Abigail Kate, 
December 25, Ashburn, Va. 
• Sean and Michelle Compton 
Hannon, a son, Patrick Connor, 
May 27, 2003, Westfield, N.J. 
• Jeff (M.A. '98) and Kara Block 
Harrelson, a son, Grant Edward, 
December 5, Greenville. • 
Phi l ip  and Jennifer Heidrich, 
a daughter, Sydney Nicole, 
July 28, Birmingham, Ala. 
• Amy Henderson, a son, 
Graham Hinton Henderson, 
May 3 1 , 2003. Amy's CD "Back 
Down," released last fall, can 
be found at www.Cdbaby.com. 
Also visit her Web site, 
www.amyhenderson.com. 
• Jason and Mandi Hightower, 
a son, John Hampton, January 
18 ,  Meeker, Colo. • Joel and 
Liane Wager MacMil lan, 
a daughter, Greta Louise, January 
1 0, Edgewood, N.M. • Jeffrey 
'93 and Annette Doehring 
Martin, a daughter, Anna Marie, 
June 1 5 ,  2003, Daphne, Ala. 
• Andy and Laurene Golob 
Topping, a son, Andrew Curtis, 
Jr., October 30, Newtown 
Square, Pa. Laurene is director 
of contract administration with 
Benchmark Medical, Inc. 
93 
Next reunion in 2008 
Shel ley Waters Boots, pre-
viously with the Children's 
Defense Fund, has become 
policy research director for 
the work and family program 
at the New America Foundation 
in Washington, D.C. • Edward 
"Ned " McMil lan of Stokesville, 
N.C., is a fifth-grade teacher in 
the Rockingham County School 
System. • Lou ie Moore works 
for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
(N.C.) Utilities Department as 
a laboratory analyst. • Kimberly 
Rice Rush teaches in the 
Simpsonville (S.C.) First Baptist 
Church Preschool. • BIRTHS: 
Greg and Robin Ray Crusco, 
a son, Connor John, November 
3, Greenville. • David and 
Elaine Sanders Gyure, a daugh­
ter, Christine Elizabeth, June 10, 
2003, Columbia, S.C. • Jack 
and Mary Pat Catanzaro 
Manfredi,  a daughter, Caroline, 
April 25, 2003, Cherry Hill, N.J. 
94 
This year is reunion! 
James Cotey has joined the 
Nashville, Tenn., law office 
of Stites & Harbison, a regional 
business and litigation firm with 
more than 225 attorneys. He is 
a member of the company's Real 
Estate Service Group. • Dudley 
Girard of Chambersburg, Pa., 
is an assistant professor in the 
computer science department 
at Shippensburg University. 
• Dan Herren, a member of 
the Greenville County Board 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Pamela Underwood Thomason '76, 
president; James H.  Simkins, Jr. '78, 
president elect; Steven B. Smith '83, 
vice president; George E. Linney '65, 
past president; Rebecca Hood Becherer 
'89; Randolph Williams Blackwell '63; 
J .  Chris Brown '89; Rosalie Manly Burnett 
'49; H. Furman Cantrell '61 ; John R. 
Cassady '62; Diane Maroney Estridge '66; 
Brian H.  Fenn '91 ; Joe E. Gentry '53; 
Hal E. Henderson '92; Catherine Hunter 
Hightower '55; Elizabeth Jean Howard '81 ; 
George L. Johnson '68; William A. Lampley 
'41 ; Charles W. Linder '59; Donald H.  
Lindsey '54;  Clare Folio Morris '83; 
J .  David Nelson '61 ; Paul B.  Nix, Jr. '77; 
James G.  Revels, Jr. '62; Jenna C. 
Robinson '74; Ginger Malone Sauls '75; 
David M.  Schilli '85; Catherine Rakestraw 
Smith '92; Mickey Arthur Walker '55; Davin 
K. Welter '89; Harriet Arnold Wilburn '74. 
Ex-Officio and Other Members: David 
E. Shi '73, president; Donald J. Lineback, 
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt 
'76, director of Alumni Association ; Jane 
Dungan, associate director of Alumni 
Association; Melanie Krone '94, associate 
di rector of Alumni Associatio n ;  Matthew 
Miller '99, president, Young Alumni Council ; 
Sheana Cavitt '04, president, Student 
Alumni Council; Patrick Kerley '04, 
president, Association of Furman Students; 
Taylor Pierce '04, president, Senior Class. 
of Health, is a candidate for Carolina to have achieved Rose, August 30, West Caldwell, October 1 7. They are attorneys 
a seat on the Greenville County National Board Certification. N.J. Bob is a urology specialty in Greenville, she with the firm 
Council. • Lawson and G inny • Eric Light has moved to West representative for Ortho-McNeil, of Cecil H. Nelson, Jr., LLC, 
Wil l iams Kirkland live in Palm Beach, Fla., to join the law a division of Johnson and and he with Armstrong Law 
Valdosta, Ga. Ginny works firm of Nason Yeager Gerson Johnson. • Daniel and Cari Fi1m. • Brady Gi l bert and 
as a consultant for education White & Lioce. He practices in Will iams '97 Hicks, a son, Elija Jennifer Patterson, November 
technology companies and for the areas of tax law, trusts and Somers, December 30, 22. Brady is a network engineer 
the Center for Health Transfor- estates, and probate. • Holly Greenville. • Andy and Hol ly for Kemet Electronics in 
mation. • Robert McCartney McDanie l-Orr of Easley, S.C., Seay Humphries, a son, Isaac Simpsonville, S.C., and Jennifer 
works in computing research works in pharmaceutical sales Andrew, December 25, Mauldin, is an independent licensed 
and development at Wake Forest with GlaxoSmithK!ine. • Sandi S.C. • Steven and Paige Sutton massage therapist. • Patrick 
University in Winston-Salem, Padgett has been named assistant Sm ith, a daughter, Addison Letton and Courtney Fuller, June 
N.C. • MARRIAGE: Lisa director of economic develop- Elizabeth, February 1 5 ,  2 1 ,  2003. Patrick i s  a sales 
Monique Swafford and Todd ment for Charleston County, S.C. Greenville. • Tony and Trina support specialist with IBM. 
Jeffrey Sato, September 20, She previously worked with the Rossman Smith, a daughter, They live in Morrisville, N.C. 
Charlotte, N.C . • BIRTHS: South Carolina Department of Leila Stephanie, November 1 5 ,  • BIRTHS: Alan and Laura 
Paxson and Allison Jeancake, Commerce . • MARRIAGE: Greensboro, N.C. • Kenneth Cave Sanders, a son, Jay Alan, 
a daughter, Laura Camille, Ed Tarkington and Elizabeth-Lee and Blair Bennett Zeimetz, a son, February 9. Laura works for the 
November 30, Woodstock, Ga. Carroll Joffrion, November 29. Weston Michael, October 1 8 ,  South Carolina Central Cancer 
Paxson and Allison have Elizabeth-Lee is an editor for the Greenville. Registry and Alan is in a general 
released "Rhythm of Worship," National Park Service and Ed is 
97 
dentistry residency in Augusta, 
a CD of adapted psalms and completing his Ph.D. in English, Ga. • Brian and Jennifer 
hymns as well as original teaching literature and writing Next reunion in 2007 Pittman '98 Viscusi, a son, 
compositions. Their ministry at Florida State University, and Aaron and Heather Peters Carson James, December 1 8 ,  
provides musical resources, serving as senior editor of The Coll ins live in Louisville, Ky., Newtown, Pa. • Rhett and 
foundational teaching and Southeast Review. He was where he is an emergency medi- Molly Warmoth '98 Watson, 
practical training for worship scheduled to travel to Peru in cine resident at the University a daughter, Clary Elizabeth, 
through seminars, workshops March as a correspondent for of Louisville Hospital and she September 24, Easley, S.C. 
and on-line exercises. Visit Outside Magazine. • BIRTHS: is owner/consultant of Heather Molly is a method validations 
www.rhythmofworship.com, Guy and Kim Kelly Atkins, a Collins Marketing. • Heather senior chemist with Pharma-
their Web site. • Byron and son, Tanner, September 23, Griffin, a media specialist in ceutical Associates in Greenville Kristi G i l reath Johnson, twin Bridgeport, Conn. Kim teaches Spartanburg (S.C.) School and Rhett is a postdoctoral 
sons, Alexander Ray and Jeremy physical education in the Fair- District II, is working toward fellow in Furman's chemistry 
Scott, November 1 3 ,  Raleigh, field Public School System. • a master's degree in elementary department. 
N.C. • Michael and Kara Mann, Patrick and Michelle Raimondo education. • Gina Stalnaker 98 a son, Michael Flynn, January Bowen, a daughter, Sarah Avery, Ingraham, previously a financial 
1 ,  Charlotte, N.C. • Brian and December 6, Greenville. aid counselor at the University Next reunion in 2008 Maria Aiesi Pokluda,  a son, Michelle is a graphic designer. of North Carolina-Greensboro, Carrie Ackerman earned her 
Reese Brian, November 1 3 ,  • Jon and Candee El lstrom has been promoted to assistant Master of Public Health degree 
2002, Dallas, Texas. • Chris Hester, a son, Jake Benjamin, director for scholarships. • from George Washington Uni-
'95 and El izabeth Dohm March 13, 2003, Simpsonville, Ti l don Jones of Mammoth versity and is content manager Rickwood, a son, Zachary S.C. • Randy and Mel issa Hot Springs, Wyo.,  is a field for Mia vita in New York City. 
Marshall, July 2, Dahlonega, Fletcher '02 Lee, a daughter, biologist for the Lynx Project • Addison and Caroline Kocher 
Ga. • Stephen Farnworth and Olivia, Apri1 6, 2003, Greenville. in Yellowstone National Park. '00 Dana live in Atlanta where Emily Vinson, a daughter, • Chad and Mary Katherine • Barb Lauerman is a teacher she works for Keller Williams 
Allison Marie Farnworth, Thrash White, a son, David in the Portland (Ore.) Public Realty. Addison, who has been 
November 2, Durham, N.C. Callaway, Atlanta. School System. • "A Lawyer's awarded the Chartered Financial 
95 96 Guide to Crisis Management" Analyst charter, is studying for by Jim Patt i l lo  was published his M.B.A. degree at the Emory 
Next reunion in 2005 Next reunion in 2006 in the January issue of For the University Goizueta School of 
J . D .  Burney is a life insurance Brian Greenwood of Charleston, Defense, a publication of the Business. • Michael Davis is 
and annuity specialist with S.C., an attorney in the Green- Defense Research Institute, assistant administrator of special 
United Services Automobile wood Law Firm, is also the lead a national organization of de- projects at Aventura Hospital 
Association in Phoenix, Ariz. singer for a modem alternative fense trial lawyers and corporate and Medical Center in Miami, 
He holds an M.A. degree in rock band. • Megan Neff counsel. Jim is an attorney with Fla . • Will iam Ell is (B.G.S.) 
youth and family ministries from received a master 's degree in Norman, Wood, Kendrick & has been licensed as a certified 
Denver Seminary and is com- nursing from the University Turner in Birmingham, Ala. public accountant by the South 
pleting an M.A. in counseling. of Pennsylvania and works as • Marcus Rozbitsky of Chapin, Carolina Board of Accountancy. 
• Emily West Guthrie, art a family nurse practitioner with S.C., is sales manager for I&E He is a tax accountant for 
teacher at Sara Collins Elemen- Pediatric Partners of Winter Specialties, Inc. • Lockheed Martin Aircraft & 
tary School in Greenville, is one Haven, Fla . • BIRTHS: Bob MARRIAGES: Erin Logistics Centers and is an 
of the first art teachers in South and Dina Fiore, a daughter, Julia Culbertson and Patrick Smith, adjunct instructor in the 
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accounting department at W.Va. • Roger Owens and 00 and communications firm, to Greenville Technical College. Ginger Thomas, a son, Simeon work with the company's public 
• Jason Heider is a financial Nathaniel Thomas Owens, Next reunion in 2005 relations team. He most recently 
analyst with Wachovia Securities November 1 5, Durham, N.C. Michael Bogle has joined the was communications manager 
in Richmond, Va., and will be Ginger is associate pastor of Greenville law firm of Womble for the Atlanta Beat professional 
taking the CFA level II test this Epworth United Methodist Carlyle Sandridge & Rice PLLC. soccer team. • After living 
summer. His wife, Andrea Church. • Jim and Melissa loth, He works in the environmental, and teaching in Mexico, Virginia 
Bobotis Heider, is completing a son, Wade Timothy, January insurance, governmental and tort Watkins is now an interior de-
a doctorate at the University 8, Knightstown, Ind. litigation group. • Russ Boyd signer at Ethan Allen in Char-
of Virginia. • Timothy H i l l  
99 
has become associate minister lotte, N.C . • MARRIAGES: 
of Lincoln, Neb., is an assistant at Collierville (Tenn.) Christian Eric B lackburn and Shannon 
professor of political science This year is reunion! Church. • Curtis Cal laway is Gul lett, June 1 5 ,  2003. They 
at Doane College. His wife, Christa Brunow is working with manager of communications and live in Charleston, S.C. ,  where Stephanie Beard Hi l l ,  is a the executive M.B.A. program public relations for the Institute she is completing medical 
database administrator for at McColl Graduate School of for Advanced Learning & school. • Carey Cannon and 
Computer Services, Inc. ,  Business o f  Queens University Research in Danville, Va. • Janet Duncan, August 30. They 
a company that develops in Charlotte, N.C., and is a stu- El izabeth El l is is scheduled to live in Falls Church, Va., and he 
banking software. • Trent Reece dent at Gordon Conwell Theo- graduate this summer from the is a member of the U.S. Army 
of Greenville is program logical Seminary. • Andrew School of Nursing at the Uni- Chorus. • Anna Kate Dees 
coordinator for the South Caro- Carro II is research associate versity of North Carolina- (M.A.) and William Muny 
!ina Department of Health and for the environmental research Charlotte, then begin working Brown, Jr., December 20. 
Environmental Control (infec- and mapping facility at the as a pediatric nurse at Carolina She teaches in the Greenville 
tious disease control). • Anne University of Tennessee- Medical Center in Charlotte. • County School System and he Reeves has joined Manning, Chattanooga. • Music publicist Reid Hawkins has completed is manager of Lindsay Oil 
Selvage & Lee, a public relations Mandy Col l inger has opened his master's degree in com- Company in Seneca, S.C. • 
firm in Atlanta. • Angie Savvy Media Solutions in munication design from Pratt Tracy Mueller and Adam El l iott Mejdrich Tofflemeyer, who Franklin, Tenn. The firm Institute in New York City. • '01 ,  December 20. Tracy attends 
has been on active duty with specializes in artist/album press, Mark Horner of Taylors, S.C. ,  law school at the University of 
the U.S. Army the last two years, corporate and tour publicity. is a tax auditor with UAC, Inc. South Carolina in Columbia. 
was scheduled to return to the • Blake and All ison Pittman He is also a church youth leader • Margaret Parham and Jack 
Colorado National Guard this Hunter have finished law school and a member of the Greenville Scott Murdock III, August 16.  
spring. • Howard Wu has started and live in Tallahassee, Fla. Chorale. • Cra ig Hunter has They live in Columbia, S.C. 
Alpha Design Systems in Shang- Blake is an attorney in the Mang returned from South Africa, • BIRTH: James and Ashley 
hai, China, and is cunently Law Firm. • Mandy Mancke where he worked for USAID Rahl '01  Bright, a daughter, 
running operations and market- Sherer is a forensic chemist for in Durban. He is a project Breylin Mckinley, April 27, 
ing for the company. • the city of Orangeburg, S.C. • manager for the Forum for 2003, Wesley Chapel, Fla. MARRIAGES: Mary Beth Suzanna Wellman is a senior Collaborative HIV Research at 01 Blaskowitz and Jason Douglas consultant for Protiviti, an George Washington University. 
Kirincich, December 27. Jason independent risk consulting fum • After receiving his master's Next reunion in 2006 
is employed at the Savage Law in Chicago . • MARRIAGES: degree in management Saskia Gazenbeek is a police 
Firm in Camden, S.C., and Mruy Christopher Kidwel l  and Dontie information systems from officer with the city of Santa 
Beth is a kindergarten teacher Lourine Edwards, December 20. Georgia College and State Clara, Calif. • Matthew George 
at Doby's Mill Elementary They live in Johnson City, Tenn. University, Ryan Lee is in his is a software development 
School. • Thomas Dozier and Christopher is in medical school first year at Mercer University consultant in Nashville, Tenn. 
Kathryn Dickson, June 7, 2003. and Dontie is an elementary School of Law in Macon, Ga. • • Rachel May, a company 
He is an otolaryngology resident school teacher. • Sarah Nefzger Adam McGlashan is studying for executive officer in the U.S. 
at the Medical University of and Patrick Veith, November 29. his master's degree in applied Army, has been serving with the 
South Carolina in Charleston. They live in Cold Spring, Ky., economics at the University of 4th Infantry Division in Iraq 
She is a middle school mathe- and are attorneys. • BIRTHS: North Carolina-Greensboro and in support of Operation Iraqi 
maries teacher. • Evan Melcher Steven and Emily Conlon Getz, is working as an instructor in the Freedom. She was scheduled 
and Niki Roger, October 1 8 .  a daughter, Emma Grace, July school's economics department. to redeploy in April. • Laurie 
Evan is an investment manager 29, Winston-Salem, N.C. • • Jack Montgomery is a software Moskow lives in Santiago, Chile, 
with Trusco Capital Manage- Devin and Anne Grumann engineer in Washington, D.C., where she is the international 
ment in Atlanta. • Sarah Gordon, a daughter, Emma working on government engi- relations liaison for the business Rusciano and David Davis, May Anne, November 1 3, Nashville, neering programs. • Scott school at Pontificia Universidad 
3, 2003. They live in Smyrna, Tenn. • Martin and Christina Ortmayer is a first officer Cat6lica de Chile. • Tanner 
Ga. • BIRTHS: James and LaFevers-Lopez, a son, Martin with Comair Airlines, flying Strickland is a student at the Christine Wi l l iams Duncan, Christopher, August 27, Clarks- out of Cincinnati, Ohio. • American Graduate School 
a daughter, Anna Elizabeth, ville, Tenn. Christina is an early Stephen Rodriguez has been of International Relations and 
November 26, Wake Forest, intervention case manager with hired by Jackson Spalding Diplomacy in Paris, France. 
N.C. • Josh and Jaime the Mid-Cumberland Com- Communications, an Atlanta- • Jay Thompson is a law student Gi lkerson Scott, a son, Landon munity Services Agency. based image creation, cultivation at the University of South 
Thomas, August 7, Martinsburg, 
Carolina in Columbia. • 
MARRIAGES: Jessica 
Kristen Brown (M.A.) and 
Kenneth James Shorter, 
December 1 3 .  They live in 
Greenville. She teaches at 
Abundant Life Christian School 
and he is a youth pastor at Wren 
Baptist Church. • Stuart 
Connel l  and Jennifer Baxter, 
November 22. They live in 
Dallas, Texas. • Wayne 
Grantham and Sally Payne, 
November 1 5 .  They live in 
Florence, S.C. • Katelyn Mary 
Murp hy and Jess Lawrence, 
December 20. They live in 
Athens, Ga. • Bradley Edward 
Phi l l i ps and Jenny Suzanne 
Webb, August 2. They live in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Bradley is 
employed with Ortho-McNeil 
Phatmaceuticals and Jenny with 
the West Clermont School 
District. • BIRTH: Wally and 
Emily Steinweg Heritage, a son, 
James Kenneth, November 29, 
Durham, N.C. 
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Jonathan Ewing has graduated 
from U.S. Army flight school 
at Fort Rucker, Ala., and is 
assigned to duty in Hawaii. 
• Kristin lawton works at 
Strat@comm, a public relations/ 
public affairs firm in Washing­
ton, D.C. • Nash Molpus is 
enrolled in the graduate program 
in Southern Studies at the Uni­
versity of Mississippi. She has 
been working as an intern at the 
William Winter Institute for 
Racial Reconciliation. • 
Jennifer Wil l is  has earned her 
Master of Arts degree in Latin 
American studies from George­
town University in Washington, 
D.C . • MARRIAGES: Allison 
Bai ley and Christopher Odom, 
December 20. They live in 
Hartsville, S.C. • lauren 
Westmoreland Heath and 
William Wesley Bryant, January 
3. They live in Greenville where 
he is employed as contracts 
manager at Onsite Companies. 
She is a graduate student in the 
School of Social Work at the 
University of South Carolina. 
Golden Apple Michigan students honor Lassiter's classroom talent 
Matt Lassiter is just 33 years old and has been 
a college professor for only six years, but he has 
already del ivered his ideal last lecture. 
No, the University of Michigan history profes­
sor and 1 992 Furman graduate didn't suddenly 
decide to hang up his robe and mortarboard and 
move on to something else. In fact, he was 
perfectly happy to present his last lecture ­
because on December 5, h is name was added 
to a distinguished l ist of Michigan professors who 
have received the Golden Apple Award. 
Presented by Students Honoring Outstanding 
University Teaching (SHOUT), the award goes 
to professors who, according to the SHOUT Web 
site, "consistently teach each lecture as if it were 
their last, and strive not only to disseminate 
knowledge but to inspire and engage students 
in its pursuit." This year, more than 600 professors 
were nominated for the award. The Michigan 
Daily reported that students who nominated 
Lassiter praised his creativity in the classroom, 
his l ively, straightforward lectures, his accessibil ity 
and his inclusiveness. 
Besides receiving a monetary gift, Golden 
Apple winners are also asked to develop and 
deliver their "ideal last lecture." Lassiter did so 
on January 28 when, as the Daily reported, more 
than 400 people attended his talk on "Alienation, 
Apathy, and Activism: American Cu lture and the 
Depoliticization of Youth." (To read the lecture, 
visit www-personal .umich.edu/-mlassite/apple 
lecture.html. 
Lassiter's primary field is 20th-century 
America, with a focus on suburban/urban, political 
and social history. "These are areas in which 
students are already somewhat fluent and very 
interested," he says. "To make them disinterested, 
you almost have to actively be bad." 
Sti l l ,  when you're teaching in  a large lecture 
hall with anywhere from 1 50 to 300 students, you 
have to find ways to keep their attention. Lassiter 
does so with enthusiastic classroom presentations, 
weaving multimedia elements and references to 
pop culture throughout his lectures. 
As he says, "With so many students, some­
times it's easy for them to think that they're just 
numbers. I do what I can to send them a different 
message" - and to be the kind of professor, 
he says, that he was inspired by at Furman. 
Although he recites a lengthy list of influential 
Furman faculty, he has especially high praise for 
history professor Marian Strobel and philosophy 
professor James Edwards. Under Strobel, he 
developed his interest in  Cold War America and 
domestic history, while a course with Edwards 
Matt Lassiter '92 did his graduate work 
at the University of Virginia. 
i n  phi losophy of religion almost converted him 
into a philosophy major - unti l  the professor 
suggested that history was the best fit for h im .  
The two professors' recollections of  their 
former student suggest that the seeds of a Golden 
Apple teacher were planted long ago. Strobel 
says that Lassiter was one of an extremely capable 
group of students who raised the tone of discourse 
in their senior seminar to a remarkably high level 
- "not in an arrogant way," she says, "but in 
a way that made everyone want to participate 
and contribute." 
She says, "Matt saw relationships between 
events and could put things in context in a way 
that you don't often see among undergraduates. 
He was rather laid back, but you knew he was 
taking everything in ,  and he had the knack in 
discussions of saying something that was 
absolutely bri l l iant and right on target." 
While echoing Strobel's comments, Edwards 
adds that Lassiter had "a sort of glow that was 
both intel lectual and ethical. You could tell from 
the moment you met him that he was a person 
of uncommon depth and decency. He always 
made me feel good to be around h im."  
No doubt that's one of the reasons University 
of M ichigan students also hold Matt Lassiter in 
such high esteem. 
- Jim Stewart 
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Alumni Association has spectacu lar trips in  the works 
The Alumni Association is planning two 
exciting trips for 2005 - but it's looking 
to gauge interest now among alumni ,  
parents and friends. So check out  these 
excellent opportunities: 
• Ski Trip to Park City, Utah: 
Visit the home of the 2002 Olympics and 
"the greatest snow on earth." Tentative 
dates are March 2-6, which coincide with 
Furman's 2005 spring break. Besides great 
ski ing, the three-day, four-night trip wil l  
feature lots of enjoyable activities, including 
a dinner sleigh ride, apres ski gatherings, 
a NASTAR ski competition, and much more. 
And you couldn't have a better guide 
for the trip than Melanie Krone '94, associate 
director of the Alumni Association. Melanie 
lived in Park City for five years and knows 
the terrain wel l .  
j·S 
JULIE SPEER 
If you are interested in going to Park 
City and would like more information, 
e-mail melanie.krone@furman.edu or call 
her at 1 -800-PURPLE3. 
• Voyage on the Queen Mary 2:  
No doubt you've heard about this new ocean 
l iner. Now you can experience its opulence 
and splendor while going back to the golden 
age of sea travel .  
a lifetime trip, which is planned for the spring 
or summer of 2005. Participants wil l  fly 
to London and spend a few days sight­
seeing, then move on by train to Southamp­
ton. There they will board the Queen Mary 
2 as she sets sail for a seven-day voyage 
to New York. Travelers wil l  then have the 
option of remaining in New York for a few 
extra days. 
long, stands taller than the Statue of Liberty 
and provides the smoothest ride of any 
ocean liner. She is a veritable city at sea 
with a "drive-in" movie theater, virtual reality 
golf, basketball court, shops, spa, art gallery, 
cultural programs, planetarium, 1 0  restau­
rants, and much more. 
Furman has teamed with Wofford and 
Converse colleges to offer you this once in  
The Queen Mary 2 is  a perfect marriage 
of form and function. She is four city blocks 
To learn more about this trip, call 
Tom Triplitt '76, d irector of the Alumni 
Association, at 1 -800-PURPLE3 or 
e-mai l  tom.triplitt@furman.edu. 
• Teresa leerssen and Joseph 
Hoover '03, November 29. 
They live in Greer, S.C. • 
BIRTH: Lee and Emily McNair 
McDowell, a daughter, Katherine 
Grace, May 23, 2003, 
Greenville. 
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Ali Gunn has joined Linning­
Smoak Public Relations in 
Greenville as an intern in market­
ing and fund raising. • Kristie 
McWilliams is a graduate student 
in therapeutic recreation at 
Clemson University. • 
MARRIAGES: Jeremy Reid 
Gul ley and El izabeth Anne 
Hol loway, December 27. They 
live in Snellville, Ga. She is 
a preschool special education 
teacher in Gwinnett County, 
and he is a graduate student 
at the University of Georgia. 
• Emily Bonner Woodside 
(M.A.) and Mark William 
Heflin, February 14.  They 
live in Travelers Rest, S.C., 
where she is fitness manager 
at Cliffs Wellness. He is 
assistant manager at World 
Finance Corporation. • 
BIRTH: Jonathan and lvey 
Amanda Jowers Mi lton, a son, 
Noah Eliot, October 29, Atlanta. 
DEATHS 
Mary M itchel l  Hood '29, 
January 1 0, Greenville. She 
was employed by Southern Bell 
for more than 44 years. 
lucil le New Ritter '32, January 
28, Raleigh, N.C. She was 
a high school and college 
mathematics teacher. 
Helen Hunt Stal l  '34, January 
14, Greenville. She was an 
avid bridge player and active 
in community affairs. 
Pau line Whitmire Kennedy '35, 
February 1 1 , Greenville. She 
taught in the Greenville County 
School System for 32 years, 
was a church organist and choir 
director, and was active in music 
organizations. 
Aline Tuten McTeer '35, 
February 3,  Ridgeland, S.C. 
She taught school in Ridgeland 
for 36 years and was recognized 
by the Jasper County Rotary for 
outstanding service to the 
county. 
James Robert Bruce '36, 
February 27, Inman, S.C. He 
was ordained into the ministry 
in 1 937 and served churches 
in Oklahoma, Texas and South 
Carolina. His last pastorate was 
Inman Baptist Church, from 
which he retired after 25 years. 
James D. Turner '36, January World War II, after which he church developer, and pastor North Carolina Baptist Chi!-
1 3 ,  Winnsboro, S.C. He was became city editor of the of multiple congregations in dren's Home and did mission 
a U.S. Anny veteran of World Piedmont. He went on to be Portugal. After retiring from work with the Maryland, 
War II and was the recipient city editor of the San Diego the mission field in 1 986, he Georgia and North Carolina 
of a Bronze Star. He practiced Journal, science editor and taught at the Baptist seminary state conventions. 
medicine with his brother in assistant city editor of the New in Gweru, Zimbabwe, and the 
Nashville, Ga., and in Winns- Orleans Item, a news analyst for Baptist college in Fortescue, Bi l ly Mize Smith '43, December 
boro for 45 years and was WDSU-TV in New Orleans, and Barbados, as well as at Boyce 27, Williamston, S.C. He 
a member of the American South Carolina bureau chief for Bible School in Kentucky and worked as an industrial engineer 
Medical Association. Fairchild Publications before at an extension center of New for Celanese Corporation before 
Joseph E .  D ickson, Sr. '37, becoming editor of Women s Orleans Baptist Theological being hired to build and manage Wear Daily. He joined Green- Seminary. He was a chaplain a distribution center for House 
February 13 ,  Lake City, S.C. ville's Textile Hall Corp. in 1961  in the U.S .  Navy during World of Fabrics, where he worked for 
He was a retired farmer. and supervised construction War II. 28 years until retiring in 1 988. 
Rebecca Phe lps Hudson '37, of the new Textile Hall (now Virginia Mae Bram lett Morgan He was a B-52 pilot in World 
February 1 1 , Gastonia, N.C. Palmetto Expo Center). He War II. 
She was a member and former retired as president and treasurer 
'4 1 ,  January 30, Greenwood, 
regent of the Major William of Textile Hall Corp. in 1980 but 
S.C. She had retired from Self Lynda Bolt Anderson '44, 
Chronicle Chapter of the retained the title of director 
Memorial Hospital in Green- December 24, Anderson, S.C. 
Daughters of the American emeritus of the corporation. 
wood as a medical technician. She was retired from teaching 
in the Anderson County public 
Revolution for more than 50 L. Cameron Gregory '40, March Clarence Haze l G i lstrap '42, schools. 
years. She was also active with 1 1 ,  Virginia Beach, Va. The February 2, Boone, N.C. A 
the Gaston Memorial Hospital World War II Navy veteran native of Easley, S.C.,  he was Grange S.  Cothran '44, January 
Auxiliary. was a former court reporter and a member of the first Shrine 30, Greenville. He served as 
Morris Francis Steele '37, assistant city editor for The Bowl football team, played a chaplain in the U.S.  Atmy 
December 1 ,  Seneca, S.C. He Virginian-Pilot newspaper and 
football at Furman and is in the during World War II and retired 
served in the U.S. Navy during later served as head of human 
Furman Athletic Hall of Fame. as a colonel from the Army 
World War II, after which he resources for its parent company, 
He coached high school football Reserves in 1 970. He was 
taught school and later served Landmark Communications. He 
and other sports in Charleston, a pastor of a number of Baptist 
as sales manager for Roper Ford also served as president of the 
S.C., for 1 6  years before moving churches in the Upstate and 
for 25 years. Newspaper Personnel Relations 
to Appalachian State University, was on the staffs of Anderson 
Association. He was instru- where he was in the education College and North Greenville 
Terry P. McCarrel l  '38,  January mental in organizing the first department and later became Junior College. 
24, Charlotte, N.C. He was Job Fair in Norfolk, Va. ,  was director of admissions .  He El izabeth Walker Garber '44, 
engaged in the corporate busi- a longtime director of the served as president of the December 29, Camden, S.C. 
ness world for 50 years and was Norfolk Senior Center and Southern Conference before She was a retired journalist 
president of his own marketing helped develop the Tidewater being named athletic director with the Camden Chronicle-
fum before retiring in 1988. He area's Campus Ministry Out- at Appalachian State. He was Independent and taught in the 
was a veteran of World War II. reach. At the time of his death a Navy pilot in World War II. Kershaw County School 
Walter Warren Sigman '38,  he was writing for "The Chatter," Emma Hendricks Powers District. She was honored 
September 7, Covington, Ga. 
a publication for residents of the McColl '42, November 29, as Kershaw County Mother 
Westminster Canterbury Bennettsville, S.C. of the Year in 1 969. 
Emma Mi l ler Heriot Harris '39, retirement community. Jean Timmons Pelham '42, Icy Snoddy Brannon '45, January January 3, Greenville. She John Will iam Richards, Sr. '40, 
taught for several years in the February 2, Greenville. Active 4, Greenville. She had a 43-year 
Greenville County schools and 
February 2 1 ,  Kershaw, S.C. He in civic affairs, she worked in career in the Parker School 
for 10 years at Haynsworth 
was the former owner and pub- her father 's real estate and District, including 23 years as 
School. She helped establish 
lisher of the Kershaw News Era insurance office in Greenville principal of Dunean Elementary 
and was the first director of the 
and Pageland Journal news- and also worked in New York. School. 
Trinity United Methodist kinder-
papers, co-owner of the Kershaw 
John Alvin " Pete" Richardson Peden Gene Curry '45, News Era JeweiJy and Gift Shop, 
garten, where she worked for and owner of Rich craft Products. '42, January 2, Spencer, N.C. November 28, Seneca, S.C. 
20 year·s. He was a veteran of World War He was a minister in Texas and He was a pastor with United 
Laura Yongue Cannon '40, II, serving as a transport pilot South Carolina and pastored Methodist churches in South 
November 26, Pickens, S.C. in the Anny Air Corps. churches in North Carolina for Carolina for 50 years and was 
She was a retired teacher. over 50 years. He was a member on numerous boards and Samuel G .  Shepard '40, of the General Board of the agencies of the South Carolina 
Yancey Sherard G i lkerson '40, December 22, DeLand, Fla. North Carolina Baptist State Conference. He retired in 1987. 
January 2, Greenville. He began He and his late wife, Charlotte, Convention, was vice moderator 
working for the Greenville were appointed to the Southern of the Gaston Baptist Associa- Eugene Beaufort "Cotton" 
Piedmont newspaper while Baptist Convention International tion and was moderator of the Cra in ,  Jr. '47, February 22, 
in high school. He served in Mission Board in 1 975. He Rowan Baptist Association. Jacksonville, Fla. He served 
the U.S. Anny Air Force during served a.s a theological educator, He was a state trustee of the in the U.S.  Navy during World 
45 
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War II and the Korean Conflict 
and retired from the Naval 
Reserve in 1 987 as a lieutenant 
commander. He was also retired 
as a special agent with Aetna 
Insurance Company. For his 
distinguished service to youth, 
the Boy Scouts of America 
presented him the Silver Beaver 
Award. 
Betty Anne Nesbitt Fowler '47, 
January 8,  Greenville. 
Patricia Lee Will is Gi llespie '48, 
March 8, Jacksonville, Fla. 
J. Robert Goodman '48, 
December 1 3, Charlotte, N.C. 
Barbara Coleman Hattaway '49, 
January 1 5 ,  Greenville. 
A. El l ison Jenkins '49, February 
10, Mars Hill, N.C. He was 
a Navy veteran of World War II. 
After completing military 
service he served as a professor 
of religion and philosophy for 
45 years at Mars Hill College. 
Roy E. Miskelly '49, January 1 0, 
York, S.C. He was retired from 
South Point High School in 
Belmont, N.C., where he taught 
psychology and social studies 
for 30 years. He also worked at 
Bratton Funeral Home. He 
was active in the Association 
of Classroom Teachers, the 
North Carolina Association 
Class notes policy 
of Educators and the State 
Executive Council of the 
Association of Classroom 
Teachers. He was an Army 
veteran of the Korean Conflict. 
Dewey Lee Sti l l ,  Jr. '50, 
February 15, Greer, S.C. He 
was a retired employee of State 
Auto Insurance Company, where 
he was a claims representative 
for 26 years. He also served for 
three years on the Insurance 
Arbitration Board. After retire­
ment from State Auto he worked 
at T.M. Mayfield and Company. 
He was an Army veteran of 
World War II. 
Eunice H iott Scott '5 1 ,  February 
1 5 ,  Montgomery, Ala. 
Robert Lee Barton '54, Febmary 
4, Corbin, Ky. He served in 
the U.S. Army during the Korean 
Conflict and was with the 
Kentucky State Police for nine 
years. He retired from CSX 
Transportation as captain of 
police and special services after 
29 years of employment. He 
was a lifetime member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Sara Jane Dodson Bagwell '55, 
January 27, Spartanburg, S.C. 
She retired from the South 
Carolina School for the Deaf 
and Blind after 32 years of 
service. 
Because of the large number of submissions and clippings 
Furman receives for the magazine's class notes section and 
the time needed to review, compile and edit so much informa­
tion, news items frequently are not published until five or six 
months after they are submitted. 
Furman magazine does not publish dated items (any­
thing more than 18 months old at time of publ ication) or 
engagement announcements. Birth and marriage announce­
ments for alumni couples who graduated in different years 
are included under the earl iest graduation date (except if 
requested otherwise); they are not listed under both classes. 
We ask that you include your spouse's or child's name and 
the date and city where the birth or marriage occurred. 
Send news to the Office of Marketing and Public Rela­
tions, Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenville, 
S.C. 296 1 3, or e-mail alumni@furman.edu. Selected items 
submitted to the on-line registry at www.furman.edu/ 
alumni/adirectories.htm are i ncluded in class notes. 
Martha Westmoreland Conlin 
'57, January 8, Greenville. 
Ronnie Smith Nea l ,  Sr. '57, 
June 4, 2003, San Diego, Calif. 
He was a juvenile probation 
officer for the San Diego County 
Probation Department. He 
served in the U.S.  Army and 
was a member of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans and the 
Military Order of Stars and Bars. 
Ann Sutherlin G ibson Belcher 
'58 (M.A. '75), December 5, 
Easley, S.C. She taught for 
30 years in the Pickens County 
(S.C.) School District and also 
taught in Columbia, S.C., and 
Fairbanks, Alaska. After retire­
ment she was a freelance 
textbook editor. 
Sara Branyon Rogers, M.A. '58, 
February 8, Piedmont, S.C. She 
was a teacher and guidance 
counselor in South Carolina 
public schools for 40 years, 
27 of which were spent at 
Palmetto High School. 
Will iam F. Joy, Sr. '59, January 
1 0. He was pastor of several 
Baptist churches in South 
Carolina and in Alabama. 
Robert Mabry Dacus I l l  '6 1 ,  
December 1 6, Thomasville, N.C. 
In 1 970 he became a co-partner 
in Thomasville OB-GYN 
Associates, where he was 
medical director at the time 
of his death. He was also an 
associate professor in OB-GYN 
with the Wake Forest Medical 
Center. He was a Fellow of the 
American College of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, North Carolina 
OB-GYN Society, American 
Medical Association and the 
Davidson County Medical 
Association. 
Carolyn Jo Blythe Moyes '62, 
January 20, Miami, Fla. She 
attended airline training school 
and was a flight attendant for 
Frontier Airlines. She owned 
and operated Ice Petals of Miami, 
a business that specialized in 
freeze-drying flowers. 
Wilma H i l l  Steadman '62, 
January 1 2, Greenville. She 
had been a teacher in Greenville 
County schools. 
Thomas Randal l  Gambrel l  '64, 
January 29, Durham, N.C. He 
was a U.S. Army veteran. 
Frank H i l l iard Rice, M.A. '64, 
January 1 9, Spartanburg, S.C. 
He retired as principal of 
Fairforest Elementary School 
after 25 years in the Spartanburg 
County school system. He was 
a decorated U.S. Marine veteran 
of World War II and participated 
in the invasions of Bougainville, 
Guam and Iwo Jima. He also 
served in New Zealand and 
at Guadalcanal. 
Martha Jane Davis, M.A. '66, 
November 24, Piedmont, S.C. 
She was a high school English 
teacher for 40 years. 
Lorraine Paris, M.A. '66, 
February 3, Newben·y, S.C. 
She retired after 47 years as 
the Newberry High School 
band director. She was the 
executive secretary/treasurer 
of the South Carolina Band 
Directors Association; was 
a member of the South Carolina 
Band Association Hall of Fame 
and the Bandworld Legion of 
Honor; and was a recipient of 
South Carolina's highest civilian 
award, the Order of the Palmetto. 
Edward Alexander Peddycord 
'66 (M.A. ' 7 1 ), December 16,  
Greenville. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force during World War 
II as a navigator on B-17 s. After 
the war, he attended meteorology 
school and spent 1 5  years as 
a meteorologist in the Air Force. 
He was a recipient of the Distin­
guished Flying Cross and the 
Purple Heart. After leaving 
the Air Force he taught in the 
Greenville County school 
system, retiring from Travelers 
Rest High School after 14 years. 
Ethel Boyce Johnson, M.A. 
'73, January 18, Greenville. 
Wife of James W. Johnson, 
former professor of economics 
and business administration 
at Furman, she was an educator 
and choral director who taught 
at Berea High School for 
20 years. 
No-talk radio 
Most radio listeners stumbling upon station 
1 490-AM in Greenville are surprised at what 
they don't hear: Advertisements. News. 
A disc jockey. 
Al l  they hear is non-stop music, 
interrupted only for 1 0 seconds on the 
half hour for Federal Communications 
Commission-mandated station identification. 
The announcer states simply, "Quality 
and variety. We are WPCI ,  1 490-AM, 
Greenvil le." Then it's back to the music -
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
WPCI broadcasts an eclectic mix 
of tunes: blues, jazz, soul ,  beach music, 
rock, reggae, Western swing, even gospel. 
It's a musical feast of everything except 
hard rock, rap, contemporary pop and 
country - the stuff that already permeates 
AM and FM dials. 
"It's l ike nothing else," says station 
owner Randy Mathena, a 1 971 Furman 
graduate. "You don't turn on the radio 
to hear advertisements. You l isten for 
the music. This gives people what they 
want. Many people l isten to this station 
and nothing else." 
With no fanfare or promotion, WPCI, 
a tiny station tucked away on the fringe 
of the AM dial, is developing a growing 
base of faithful l isteners. A recent survey 
rated it the 1 6th most popular station (out 
of 32) in the Greenville-Spartanburg area. 
For Mathena, a Greenvi l le business­
man, the station indulges his two passions: 
music and radio. " I 've always loved music," 
he says. " I  guess I'm a musician at heart. 
Music gives me thrills like nothing else." 
Mathena grew up in Logan, W.Va. ,  
a mining town where his father owned 
a small business. After his father died 
in 1 960 the family moved to Greenvi l le. 
His mother later married J im Ryerson, the 
longtime general manager of radio station 
WMUU, owned by Bob Jones University. 
Mathena spent hours at the station 
after school and on weekends, listening 
to music (mostly classical and religious) 
and asking questions. He quickly became 
fascinated with the mechanics of broad­
casting; as an eighth-grader, he even 
constructed his own miniature radio trans­
mitter. Its range was only a few hundred 
feet, but that didn't stop the young man, 
a natural salesman, from convincing a few 
neighbors and the dry-cleaning business 
across the street to tune in .  
At Furman, Mathena helped manage 
Randy Mathena 's station plays all music, all the time 
MetroBEAT magazine has called WPCI-AM, Randy Mathena's radio station, Greenville's 
"maverick on the AM dial. " But before Mathena bought the station, it was known 
as WMRB. Here he holds a collage of photos from the station's early days. 
the student radio station and even strung 
cable at his off-campus apartment complex 
to allow neighbors to tap into the records 
he played. After he graduated, though, 
his hobby took a backseat to his business 
interests. 
In 1 981 he founded Paper Cutters Inc., 
a company that manufactures paperboard 
products used in packaging. But while 
building his business, which today has 
annual sales in excess of $1 0 mil l ion, 
Mathena kept thinking about buying 
a radio station .  
"It haunted me," he says. "So one day 
I picked up the phone and just started calling 
radio stations to see if any of them were for 
sale. I really just wanted to prove to myself 
that it couldn't be done." 
As luck would have it, Mathena 
happened upon WMRB, a small station 
that programmed big band music but was 
in a state of disarray and had been off 
the air for a year. The owners were eager 
to sell . 
Mathena bought the station at a bargain 
in 1 987. Using the in itials of his business, 
he changed the call letters to WPC I .  For 
its first 1 0  years WPCI broadcast business 
news from a satellite feed, because although 
Mathena wanted to broadcast music, he 
didn't want to invest the resources needed 
to h i re a production crew and on-air 
personalities. Besides, WPCI's signal 
barely reaches beyond Greenvil le County. 
But five years ago technology caught 
up to Mathena's dreams when he purchased 
an automated-programming computer 
system that randomly selects songs from 
a database. The database currently includes 
more than 1 0,000 songs handpicked 
by Mathena, who adds tunes to the play­
list every week. 
" I  get COs from everywhere. If I hear 
something I l ike, I add the cut," he says. 
"If you hear a song on the station now, 
you should not hear it again for 30 days." 
WPCI recently moved from downtown 
Greenville to the Paper Cutters plant 
on White Horse Road near the Furman 
campus. It now has a more robust digital 
signal and is available on the Internet at 
www.papercuttersinc.com. (Just click on 
the horn symbol . )  
Now that the station is based at Paper 
Cutters, Mathena plans to devote more time 
to his hobby. "My goal is to set it up so 
that you' l l  hear a song played maybe 
once a year." 
But other than changing locations and 
adding more music, no changes are in store 
for WPCI. As Mathena says, "Why would 
you mess with a good thing?" 
- John Roberts 
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The Last Word 
Deep 
I have been asked to impart a few words of wisdom 
about what I have learned in my four years at Furman. 
Seasoned veteran that I am, I have carefully combed 
through my experiences and chosen the five most 
momentous nuggets of truth that I have acquired. 
Perhaps these ideas will make you deeply ponder 
life. More likely they will make you deeply ponder 
how I was able to commandeer so much space in this 
magazine. Whatever the case, sit back, pop on your 
thinking cap (preferably in a nice Paladin purple), 
and follow these hopefully enlightening reflections. 
Nugget # 5: The Relative Theory of Chocolate, 
or E =  MC2 (Exercise = More Chocolate2). Furman 
students complain about no longer being allowed to 
drive to class. Well ,  I am here to preach the benefits 
of this recently instituted rule. My friends, the more 
you walk, the more calories you burn - and the more 
chocolate you must ingest to replenish your energy. 
The equation couldn't be simpler! So go take a walk, 
and then eat a pan of brownies. It works out, I swear. 
Nugget # 4: Grass is always greener when you paint it. 
We all know that Furman in the spring is the most lush, 
beautiful campus in the country. However, those who 
actually walk around Furman in the spring discover, 
when their ankles turn green, that university workers 
artificially "enhance" this natural state. It seems to 
me that we can extrapolate a moral from this bizarre 
landscaping technique: Make the world what you want 
it to be. Yes, when things don't look the way you want 
them to look, fix them. Paint them iridescent green. 
If that's not a lesson for the ages, I don't know what is. 
Nugget # 3: Plan ? What plan ? The world has a bizarre 
preoccupation with expecting people to know at all 
times exactly what they want to do with their lives. 
I say to the world, "Fiddle faddle ! "  I have found that 
life is much more exciting when I am just barely clinging 
to it as it gallops along . . .  even if it gallops me all the 
way back home to Orlando after graduation, confused 
and directionless! At least my mother will be waiting 
to dust me off and feed me lasagna. Right, Mom? 
Mom? Hmmm, maybe I should go talk to those 
career counselors . . . .  
Nugget # 2: Spend Thursday nights with "Friends. " 
No this is not a sentimental reference to a weekly ritual 
with my sorority sisters. I am actually referring to 
"Friends," that wonderful NBC sitcom. And before you 
condemn me as a pathetic recluse who lives vicariously 
through the antics of fictitious television characters, 
I should point out that I do, in fact, watch the show each 
week with a whole crew of my closest pals (yes, real 
people). Ah, friends and "Friends." It's the best combi­
nation of fellowship and entertainment I can imagine 
- and as it turns out, the sitcom is totally expendable. 
Nugget # 1 :  Carpe anatinus !  (Seize the duck!) Perhaps 
you have heard the phrase carpe diem, or "Seize the 
day." Well, carpe anatinus is simply the Furman version. 
Furman is, of course, host to the largest community of 
waterfowl in upstate South Carolina. They herd, they 
flock, they gaggle, they storm the dining hall seeking 
discarded scraps of bagels. Nevertheless, my happiest 
days at Furman have been those in which I have sat 
peacefully by the lake, amid the ducks, enjoying life. 
It's worth slowing down from the rapid pace of a Furman 
schedule and having a ducky moment or two. But watch 
where you step; those ducks can get a little nervous 
when you seize them. 
So there you have it - five important lessons 
learned during my four years at Furman. Now, after 
all that deep thinking, I really need to relax. I guess 
I ' ll take one last walk around the lake. My brownies 
should be done by the time I 'm back! 
- T.J. Frost '04 
The author is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate in English 
who, believe it or not, has a hard time taking anything 
seriously and secretly aspires to be Dave Barry. 
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